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Harry Reid Endowed Chair for the History of the Intermountain West, Department of History, 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 2019-
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Education 

 

Ph.D., 1993, Yale University. 

Dissertation: ñóThe gold she gatheredô: Difference, Domination, and Californiaôs Southern 

Mines, 1848-1853.ò Committee: William Cronon and Howard Lamar, co-chairs; Nancy 

Cott, Ann Fabian, and David Montgomery, members. Frederick Beinecke Dissertation Prize 

and Phi Alpha Theta-Westerners International Dissertation Award. 

 

M.A., 1984, Arizona State University. 

Thesis: ñWomenôs Households and Relationships in the Mining West: Central Arizona, 

1863-1873.ò Advisor: Mary Rothschild. Certificate in Editing & Publishing Procedures. 

 

B.A., 1978, Carthage College. 

Summa cum laude graduate with Honors in History. 

 

 

Books in Progress 
 

ñThe Trail the Slaves Made.ò A place-based history of how the Santa Fe Trail connected North 

American slaveries and emancipations from 1821 to 1879: chattel slavery in the East, and, in the 

West, captive-taking and coerced labor. 

 

ñCommon Places: Keywords for a More Than Human World,ò co-edited with Karl Jacoby. 

Follows April 2022 conference honoring William Cronon, Frederick Jackson Turner and Vilas 

Research Professor Emeritus of History, Geography, and Environmental Studies, University of 

Wisconsin-Madison. In conversation with Oxford University Press about publication. 

 

 

Publications 

 

Books: 
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ñBulls, Bears, and Dancing Boys: Race, Gender, and Leisure in the California Gold Rush,ò 

Radical History Review 60 (Fall 1994): 4-37. Reprinted in Across the Great Divide: 

Cultures of Manhood in the American West, ed. Matthew Basso, Laura McCall, and Dee 

Garceau (New York: Routledge, 2001), pp. 45-71. 

 

ñóA memory sweet to soldiersô: The Significance of Gender in the History of the óAmerican 

West,ôò Western Historical Quarterly 24, no. 4 (November 1993): 495-517. Reprinted in A 

New Significance: Re-envisioning the History of the American West, ed. Clyde Milner (New 

York: Oxford University Press, 1996), pp. 255-78. Reprinted in Women and Gender in the 

American West: Jensen-
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Fellowships and Grants 

 

Newberry Consortium for American Indian Studies Faculty Fellowship, Newberry Library, 

Spring 2018 

 

Margaret and Allan Bogue Faculty Research Award, History Department, University of 

Wisconsin-Madison, 2018-19 

 

Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation Award, Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research and 

Graduate Education, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2018-19 

 

Faculty Development Grant, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Fall 2017 

 

Vilas Lifecycle Professorship, Office of the Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2015-16 

 

Bill and Rita Clements Research Fellowship for the Study of Southwestern America, William P. 

Clements Center for Southwest Studies, Southern Methodist University, Fall 2011 

 

Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation Award, Graduate School, University of Wisconsin-

Madison, 2003-04, 2005-06, 2008-09, 2009-10 

 

Lloyd Lewis Fellowship in American History, Newberry Library, Spring 2007 

 

Resident Fellowship, Institute for Research in the Humanities, University of Wisconsin-

Madison, Fall 2006 
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Research Assistantship Funding, University of Michigan, 1995 

 

Michigan Faculty Fellowship, Institute for the Humanities, University of Michigan, 1994-95 

 

Faculty Grant and Fellowship, University of Michigan, 1993 

 

Whiting Fellowship in the Humanities, Mrs. Giles Whiting Foundation, 1990-91 

 

Charlotte Newcombe Dissertation Fellowship, Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship 

Foundation, 1989-90 

 

Huntington Library Research Fellowship, 1990 

 

John Enders Fellowship, Yale University, 1989 

 

Ralph Gabriel Fellowship, Yale University, 1986-88 

 

University Fellowship, Yale University, 1985-86 

 

 

Teaching 

 

Fields: 

 

North American West; Borderlands; Nineteenth-century & Twentieth-century U.S.;  

Race, Ethnicity & Indigeneity; Gender, Desire & Embodiment 

 

Courses: 

 

Graduate reading seminars:   

Western History Now: Recent Trends in Scholarship on North American Wests, University of 

Nevada, Las Vegas 

Comparative Slavery, Captivity, and Coerced Labor in North America, University of Nevada, 

Las Vegas 

Homelands, Frontiers, and Borders: National and Transnational Perspectives on North American 

Wests, University of Nevada, Las Vegas and University of Wisconsin-Madison  

History of the American West, University of Wisconsin-Madison, University of Colorado 

Boulder, and UCLA 

Introduction to History for U.S. Historians, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Men and Masculinities in U.S. History, University of Wisconsin-Madison  

History of Sex and Sexuality (global/transnational), University of Colorado Boulder 

Region and Gender in U.S. History, University of Michigan 

Differences Among Women, University of Michigan, team-taught 
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Graduate research seminars:
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Meggan Bilotte, Ph.D. 2019, Department of History, University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Dissertation: ñBecoming Native: Gender, Race, and Labor in the Construction of Belonging 

in Northern Colorado Sugar Beet Communities, 1900-1971.ò 

Brendon George, Ph.D. 2019, Department of History, University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Dissertation: ñMile High Metropole: Denver and the U.S. Empire.ò 

Libby Tronnes, Ph.D. 2017, Department of History, University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Dissertation: ñCorn Moon Migrations: Ho-Chunk Belonging, Removal, and Return in the 

Early Nineteenth-Century Western Great Lakes.ò 

Haley Pollack, Ph.D. 2014, Department of History, University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Dissertation: ñTheaters of Memory: Placing the Past on the San Francisco Bay.ò 

Jennifer Holland, Ph.D. 2013, Department of History, University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Dissertation: ñMaking Babies: Social Conservatism and Abortion Politics in the Four 

Corners States, 1945-2000.ò 

Jennifer Hull, Ph.D. 2012, Department of History, University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Dissertation: ñRemapping Black Manhattan: Transformations of Space in the Early 

Republic City.ò (Assumed mentorship from the late Professor Jeanne Boydston). 

Kellen Backer, Ph.D. 2012, Departments of History and History of Science, Medicine and 

Technology, University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Dissertation: ñWorld War II and the Triumph of Industrialized Food.ò (Co-advisor with 

Professor Eric Schatzberg.) 

Mark Goldberg, Ph.D. 2011, Department of History, University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Dissertation: ñThe Health of Empires: Health Practices and Expansion in the Texas 

Borderlands, 1780-1861.ò 

Michel Hogue, Ph.D. 2009, Department of History, University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Dissertation: ñBetween Race and Nation: The Plains M®tis and the Canada-United States 

Border.ò 

Stacey Smith, Ph.D. 2008, Department of History, University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Dissertation: ñCalifornia Bound: Unfree Labor, Race, and the Reconstruction of the Far 

West, 1848-1870.ò 

Bradley Cartwright, Ph.D. 2006, Department of History, University of Colorado Boulder. 

Dissertation: ñPacific Passages: American Encounters with the Pacific and Its People, 1815-

1855.ò 

Mary Coomes, Ph.D. 1999, Department of History, University of Michigan. 

Dissertation: ñFrom Pooyi to the New Almaden Mercury Mine: Cinnabar, Economics, and 

Culture in California to 1920.ò (Co-advisor with Professor María Montoya.) 

 

Major advisor, M.A. and Posthumous Commendation in Memoriam, completed: 

Joe Noce, M.A. 2024, Department of History, Unive
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Jessica Manfrin, M.A. 2009, Gender and Womenôs Studies Department, University of 

Wisconsin-Madison. (Assumed mentorship from the late Professor Jeanne Boydston.) 

 

Major advisor, continuing: 

Nicole Batten, Ph.D. candidate, Department of History, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

Kristen Phipps, Ph.D. candidate, Department of History, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

Mariah Mena, Ph.D. candidate, Department of History, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

 (Co-advisor with Professor María Raquél Casas.) 

 

 

Selected Service 

 

Department/Program: 

 

Personnel Committee, History Department, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 2022- . 

Graduate Committee, History Department, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 2019- . 

Book Manuscript Workshop Coordinator, History Department, University of Nevada, Las 

Vegas: Michael Alarid, April 9, 2021; Tessa Ong Winkelmann, April 18, 2020; Carlos 

Dimas, April 4, 2020. 

Gender/Womenôs/Sexuality/Oral History in the Americas since 1945 Search Committee, History 

Department, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 2019-20. 

Junior Faculty Mentor, History Department, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2017-19. 

Co-Chair, Selig Chair in the History of Sport and Society Search Committee, History 

Department, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2016-17. 

Budget Committee, elected member, History Department, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 

2004-06, 2008-10, 2015-17. 

Early North American Gender and Womenôs History Search Committee, History Department, 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2014-15. 

Graduate Council, History Department, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2002-05, 2012-14. 

Joint Committee on Teaching, History Department, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2013-14. 

Harassment and Discrimination Committee, History Department, University of Wisconsin-

Madison, 2013-14. 

Chair, Selig Chair in the History of Sport and Society Search Committee, History Department, 

University of Wisconsin, Madison, 2012-13. 

Joint Committee on Diversity, History Department, University of Wisconsin, Madison, 2012-13. 

Coordinator, Skott Vigil Memorial Lecture, History Department, University of Wisconsin-

Madison, 2010. 

Core faculty member, Graduate Program in Gender and Womenôs History, History Department, 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2003-19. Coordinator, 2009-10. 

Reading Committee (joint junior hire with Gender and Womenôs Studies), History Department, 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2009. 

Assistant Professor Review Committee, History Department, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 

Member, 2002-03, 2009-10. Advisory, 2004-05. 

Chair, U.S. Graduate Admissions Committee, History Department, University of Wisconsin-

Madison, 2007
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Reading Committee (joint junior hire with American Indian Studies), History Department, 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2008. 

Mosse LGBT Committee, History Department, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2007-19. 

Curriculum Committee, Chican@ and Latin@ Studies Program, University of Wisconsin-

Madison, 2003-06, 2007-09. 

Co-chair, Strategic Hiring Committee, History Department, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 

2005-06.  Chair, 2004-05. Member, 2003-04. 

Tenure and Promotion Committee, History Department, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 

2005-06. 

Chair, Joint Committee on Teaching Assistants, History Department, University of Wisconsin-

Madison, 2003-05. Member, 2002-03. 

Search Committee (senior hire), Chican@ and Latin@ Studies Program, University of 

Wisconsin-Madison, 2004-05. 

Search Committee (senior hire), History Department, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2004. 

Junior Faculty Review Committee, Chican@ and Latin@ Studies Program, University of 

Wisconsin-Madison, 2004-06. 

Editor, Concientización: A Journal of Chican@ & Latin@ Experience and Thought, annual 

student scholarly and creative journal, Chican@ and Latin@ Studies Program, University of 

Wisconsin-Madison, 2003-06. 

Chair, Ad Hoc Committee to consider History Affiliate, Spring 2003. 

Faculty Co-advisor, History Honor Society and Phi Alpha Theta, History Department, University 

of Colorado Boulder, 2000-01. 

Coordinator, Robert G. Athearn Lecture, History Department, University of Colorado Boulder, 

1997-98, 1998-99, 2000-01. 

Executive Committee, elected member, History Department, University of Colorado Boulder, 

1999-2000. 

Graduate Studies Committee, History Department, University of Colorado Boulder, 1998-99. 

Undergraduate Studies Committee, History Department, University of Colorado Boulder, 1997-

98. 

Search Committee for Womenôs Studies Program Director, University of Michigan, 1994-95. 

Womenôs Studies Program Executive Committee, elected member, University of Michigan, 

1994. 

Differences Among Women Project Planning Committee, Womenôs Studies Program, University 

of Michigan, 1993-94. 

Faculty Advisor, Introduction to Womenôs Studies, course team-taught by graduate students, 

University of Michigan, 1992-94. Chair, course hiring committee. 

History Department Minority Recruitment Committee, University of Michigan, 1992-94. 

American Culture Program Graduate Admissions Committee, University of Michigan, 1992-93. 

 

University: 

 

Affiliated Faculty Member, Gender and Sexuality Studies and Latinx and Latin American 

Studies, Interdisciplinary, Gender, and Ethnic Studies Department, University of Nevada, 

Las Vegas, 2022- . 

UndocuAlly Workshop Participant, Office of Diversity Initiatives and the Faculty Center, 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 2019. 
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Search Committee Member, Project Director for Public History Project on the History of 

Marginalized Groups and Their Exclusion at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 

Chancellorôs Office and History Department, 2018-19. 

Ethnic Studies Subcommittee of the General Education Committee, College of Letters and 

Science, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2005-09, 2016-17. Chair, 2007-09. 

Reader, First Book Program, Center for the Humanities, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 

2017. 

Resident Fellowships Committee, Institute for Research in the Humanities, University of 

Wisconsin-Madison, 2013-14. 

General Education Committee, College of Letters and Science, University of Wisconsin-

Madison, 2005-09. 

Internal Review Committee, University of Wisconsin Press, 2007-08. 

Feminist Scholarsô Fellowship Review Committee, Womenôs Studies Research Centerearch Centern

09.



https://abc7news.com/lgbtq-history-month-california-gold-rush-gay-men-lgbtq-charley-parkhurst/12339282/
https://abc7news.com/lgbtq-history-month-california-gold-rush-gay-men-lgbtq-charley-parkhurst/12339282/
https://youtu.be/2VOEMShTPYI


https://newbooksnetwork.com/writing-kit-carson
https://newbooksnetwork.com/writing-kit-carson-1
https://history-of-california-podcast.castos.com/podcasts/17947/episodes/48-interview-with-susan-lee-johnson-on-the-gold-rush-western-history-and-kit-carson
https://history-of-california-podcast.castos.com/podcasts/17947/episodes/48-interview-with-susan-lee-johnson-on-the-gold-rush-western-history-and-kit-carson
https://history-of-california-podcast.castos.com/podcasts/17947/episodes/48-interview-with-susan-lee-johnson-on-the-gold-rush-western-history-and-kit-carson
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u88-WtoxZLU
http://werehistory.org/kit-carson/
https://www.backstoryradio.org/shows/gold-rush
https://www.backstoryradio.org/shows/gold-rush
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Presentations and Conferences 

 

Conferences: 

 

ñProtocols and Poetics of Place,ò Western History Association Annual Meeting, October 12-15, 

2022, San Antonio. As WHA President, established conference theme, chose Program 

Committee and Local Arrangements Committee Co-Chairs as well as Chair of Presidential 

Plenary, ñQueer Western History in the Age of Pandemic and Protest.ò Created three 

Presidential Sessions: ñWe Didnôt Mean to Die Here: Gender-Based Violence in the 

Midwest, the West, and the Borderlandsò; ñPicketing the Frontier: How Hotel and Casino 

Workers Won the Longest Strike in Western Historyò; and ñCaptivity, Slavery, and Their 

Afterlives: Scholars and Communities Confront the Intertwined Histories of Kinship and 

Coerced Labor.ò 

 

ñCommon Places: Keywords for a More Than Human World,ò Co-organizer with Karl Jacoby, 

Allan Nevins Professor of American History, Columbia University, of conference honoring 

William Cronon, Frederick Jackson Turner and Vilas Research Professor Emeritus of 

History, Geography, and Environmental Studies, University of Wisconsin-Madison, April 

30, 2022. 

 

Scholarly papers: 

 

ñThe Many Faces of Josefa Jaramillo: (Mis)identifications and Historical Longing in the 

Colonial Present,ò Presidential Address, Western History Association Annual Meeting, San 

Antonio, October 14, 2022. 

 

ñThe Trail the Slaves Made: Captivity and Coerced Labor on the Santa Fe Trail in the U.S.-

Mexico War Era,ò Newberry Library Fellowsô Seminar, April 10, 2018. Another version 

presented as Keynote Address at ñThe Borderlands of History,ò Eleventh Annual History 

Graduate Student Conference, Northern Illinois University, November 9, 2018.  

 

ñBury My Hero at Wounded Knee: Gender, Race, and Historical Practice in the Long 1970s,ò 

New Histories of Women, Gender, and Sexuality Lecture Series, University of Virginia, 

November 10, 2010. Other versions presented at Northwestern University, February 24, 

2011; Western History Association Annual Meeting, Oakland, October 16, 2011; and 

Southern Methodist University, November 16, 2011. 

 

ñWriting Kit Carson in the Cold War: óThe Family,ô óThe West,ô and Their Chroniclers,ò 

Selected Symposium Participant for On the Borders of Love and Power: Families and 

Kinship in the Intercultural American West, cosponsored by William P. Clements Center for 

Southwest Studies, Southern Methodist University; Institute for the Study of the American 

West, Autry National Center; and Center for the Southwest, University of New Mexico; met 

Albuquerque, October 23-24, 2009, and Dallas, February 26-27, 2010. 
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ñThe West is a Happy Vector (circa 1962),ò Newberry Library Fellowsô Seminar, May 7, 2007. 

 

ñA Traffic in Men: The Old Maid, the Housewife, and their Great Westerner,ò Newberry Library 

Colloquium, April 18, 2007. 

 

ñAmateurs, Professionals, and Heroes: The Wild West of Knowledge Production,ò Institute for 

Research in the Humanities Seminar, University of Wisconsin-Madison, November 20-21, 

2006. 

 

ñA Traffic in Men, or, How Two White Women Trailed a Western Hero and Found Themselves 

in a Space of Trade and a Time of Race,ò Womenôs Studies Research Center Colloquium, 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, January 26, 2006. Expanded version presented for the 

American History Workshop, University of Michigan, March 10, 2006.
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Session entitled ñGender and Antebellum Political Leadership: Reconsidering the Power of the 

First Lady,ò Organization of American Historians Annual Meeting, Providence, April 10, 

2016. 

 

Session of The Newberry Seminar in Women and Gender Studies, with papers by Courtney 

Wiersema and Emily Remus, Newberry Library, Chicago, September 25, 2015. 

 

Session of The Newberry Seminar in Borderlands and Latino Studies, with papers by Omar 

Valerio-Jiménez and Raúl Ramos, Newberry Library, Chicago, February 25, 2011. 

 

Session entitled ñCreating the Modern American West: Origin Stories, Image Making, and 

Feminist Aesthetics in California,ò Western History Association Annual Meeting, Incline 

Village, October 15, 2010. 

 

Session entitled ñReforming, Resisting, and Retelling: Gender and Race in the U.S. West,ò 

Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Albuquerque, 

August 7, 2009. 

 

Session entitled ñManifested Destiny on the U.S.-Mexico Border: Science, Sensationalism, and 

Diplomacy, 1880-1920,ò American Studies Association Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, 

October 12, 2007. 

 

Session entitled ñMining Communities and their Place(s),ò Western History Association Annual 

Meeting, San Diego, October 5, 2001. 

 

Double session entitled ñRecreating Manhood in the West,ò Western History Association Annual 

Meeting, San Antonio, October 14, 2000.  

 

Session entitled ñClass, Queerness, and Community in North America,ò North American Labor 

History Conference, Wayne State University, October 21, 1999.  

 

Session entitled ñWorking-Class Masculinity in the Nineteenth Century,ò Reworking American 

Labor History Conference, University of Wisconsin-Madison, April 11, 1992. 

  

Sessions chaired: 

 

ñNew Examinations of the California Gold Rush,ò Western History Association Annual 

Meeting, Online, October 15, 2020. 

 

ñWestern Politics: A Moderated Session with U.S. Senator Harry Reid,ò Western History 

Association Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, October 19, 2019. 

 

ñMaking the Crooked Places Straight: Intimate Discipline in Canadian and U.S. Wests,ò Western 

History Association Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, October 18, 2019. 
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ñSome Things That Glitter are Indeed Gold: Celebrating the Career of Elizabeth Jameson,ò 

Western History Association Annual Meeting, San Antonio, October 19, 2018. 

 

ñAgainst and Along the Archival Grain: Western and Borderlands Histories Linked to Family 

Pasts,ò Western History Association Annual Meeting, San Diego, November 4, 2017. 

 

ñTwenty Years of Queering the West: Emerging Scholars Engage Past and Future Queer 

Western History,ò Western History Association Annual Meeting, Portland, October 22, 

2015. 

 

ñLegacies of Conflict: Violent Images and Historical Realities of the Rocky Mountain Labor 

Wars,ò Western History Association Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, October 15, 2004. 
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ñWriting Kit Carson: The Old Maid, the Housewife, and Their Great Westerner,ò Inaugural 

Bierman Lecture in the History of the North American West, Whitman College, April 12, 

2007. Also presented in the Colorado: A Closer Look Lecture Series, Colorado Historical 

Society, Denver, March 18, 2008.  

 

ñFrom Big Oak Flat Road to Brokeback Mountain: What a Difference a Century Makes,ò 

Bancroft Centennial Symposium, University of California, Berkeley, February 10, 2006. 

 

ñThe Traffic in Men: The óHousewife,ô the óOld Maid,ô and their óGreat Westerner,ôò Annaley 

Naegle Redd Lecture, Brigham Young University, November 13, 2003. 

 

ñReturn to Roaring Camp: The Social World of the California Gold Rush,ò Society of California 

Archivists Annual Meeting, Santa Rosa, April 28, 2001. 

 

ñóMy own private lifeô: Toward a History of Desire in Gold Rush California,ò Yale University, 

September 17, 1999, sponsored by the Yale Library Associates and the Yale Collection of 

Americana, in conjunction with the Beinecke Library exhibition, ñRUSH!ò  Also presented 

at the Gold Rush Conference, Huntington Library, San Marino, December 4, 1999, in 

conjunction with the Huntington Library exhibition, ñLand of Golden Dreams.ò 

  

ñThe Last Fandango: Women, Work, and the End of the California Gold Rush,ò California Gold 

Rush Sesquicentennial Lectures, sponsored by California State University, Sacramento, and 

the California Council for the Humanities, California State Archives, April 7, 1999. Earlier 

versions presented at Colorado Yale Alumni Event, Colorado History Museum, Denver, 

November 7, 1998; and Gold Fever Symposium, Autry Museum of Western Heritage, Los 

Angeles, October 24, 1998. 

 

ñHistory, Memory, and the California Gold Rush: Reflections on the Sesquicentennial,ò National 

Gold Rush Symposium, Oakland Museum, January 25, 1998. Earlier versions presented at 

California Gold Rush Curriculum Project Workshop, Autry Museum of Western Heritage, 

Los Angeles, March 15, 1997; and as Society of Fellows Lecture, Huntington Library, San 

Marino, January 22, 1997. 

 

ñHoly Wedlock! Lesbians, Gay Men, and Marriage in the Church,ò Adult Forum, Luther 

Memorial Church, Madison, Wisconsin, December 8, 1996.  

 

   

Professional Organizations 

 

American Historical Association 

Organization of American Historians 

American Studies Association 

Western History Association 

Coalition for Western Womenôs History 

 

10-18-24 


	Books in Progress

