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Voicemail & Fax 
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The Disability Resource Center: Provides academic accommodations for students with 
documented disabilities who are otherwise qualified for university programs. To establish 
services, students will need to provide to the Center appropriate documentation of their 
disability, from a recognized professional. The center is located in the Student Services 
Complex (SSC-A), Room 143 (702



mailto:UNLVSNDA@unlv.nevada.edu
https://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=39&navoid=10666#degree-progression
/studentconduct/misconduct/policy
/studentconduct/misconduct/policy
/policies/identity-verification-online-courses-policy
/registrar/ferpa


mailto:ithelp%40unlv.edu
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atmosphere of academic integrity is the responsibility of all, the faculty is principally 
responsible for enforcement of these principles. 

Academic dishonesty includes any act that violates the academic processes of the  university. 
These acts include, but are not limited to, cheating on an examination, stealing  examination 
questions, substituting one person for another at an examination, violating the procedures of  
a national or state examination, falsifying data, destroying or tampering with or stealing a 
computer program or file, and plagiarizing (using as one’s own ideas or writings of  another). 

If an instructor suspects that a student has committed academic dishonesty, the student shall  

https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?UnivofNevadaLasVegas&layout_id=18
mailto:titleixcoordinator@unlv.edu
/cashiering/tuition-fees
/cashiering


https://www.it.unlv.edu/computer-labs
https://www.library.unlv.edu/
/teach-online/online-courses
/teach-online/hybrid-courses
/teach-online/online-courses
/learn-online/faq
/finaid
/finaid/scholarships-grants/tuitionplus
http://www.unlv.edu/finaid
/rms
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CHAPTER III: CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN NUTRITION & DIETETICS 

CAREER OPPORTUNITES IN NUTRITION & DIETETICS 

A dietitian nutritionist is a health professional who assists people of any age to attain optimal 
nutrition status. Dietitians are trained not only in foods and nutrition; but also in the areas of 
social sciences, education, business and management. This background prepares the dietitian to 
apply the science and art of human nutrition to individuals and groups from diverse cultures, 
with varying nutrition concerns and needs. There are many different specialties within the field 



http://www.eatright.org/
http://www.eatright.org/BecomeanRDorDTR/content.aspx?id=8144
http://www.cdrnet.org/certifications/
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various hospitals, community, and clinical sites.  Students must complete a criminal 
background check, drug screen, and provide proof of immunizations to be permitted to 
participate at these sites. Sites also have very strict dress and appearance code that  students 
must abide by (i.e. piercings, tattoos, and clothing).  The UNLV School of Integrated Health 
Sciences, Nutrition Sciences Program (DPND), cannot guarantee that affiliated hospitals, 
community, and clinical sites will allow the student to participate in patient/client care at 
these affiliate sites. 

• Once the RDN credential is obtained, individuals may apply to become a Licensed Dietitian 
(LD) in Nevada. 

http://dpbh.nv.gov/Reg/Dietitian/Dietitian_-_Home/
http://dpbh.nv.gov/Reg/Dietitian/Dietitian_-_Home/
https://www.eatrightpro.org/practice/code-of-ethics/what-is-the-code-of-ethics
https://www.eatrightpro.org/practice/code-of-ethics/what-is-the-code-of-ethics
https://www.andeal.org/
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Option 1 
Didactic Program in Nutrition and Dietetics (DPND) 

• General Education: Required by Institution 
o Courses that meet DPND requirements may be applied to general education 

requirements, at the discretion of the institution. 

• 

/degree/ms-nutrition-sciences
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• General Education: Required by Institution 
o Courses that meet CP requirements may be applied to general education 

requirements, at the discretion of the institution 

• Professional (ACEND-accredited) Graduate Program 
o Courses that incorporate the foundation knowledge and skills for entry to the 

supervised practice program (i.e. dietetic internship) component 

• Supervised Practice Program Component 
o Professional competencies for entry-level practice as a registered dietitian 

nutritionist (RDN) 

• NOTE: MS-DI Programs may require several DPND courses and/or more CHEM 
requirements than outlined in this program handbook at the undergraduate level as 





mailto:acend@eatright.org
https://www.eatrightpro.org/acend
http://www.eatrightstore.org/product/D49E4C49-728F-4B16-9793-67564ABB04C7
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This is a summary of the 19 Principles of the Code of Ethics of the Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics. Students are expected to abide by these principles while enrolled in the UNLV DPND 
program. Upon graduation the Code of Ethics applies to all members of the Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics and all registered dietitians or dietetic technicians, registered, whether they are 
Academy members or not. 

Fundamental Principles 

• The dietetics practitioner conducts himself/herself with honesty, integrity, and fairness. 

• The dietetics practitioner supports and promotes high standards of professional practice. 
The dietetics practitioner accepts the obligation to protect clients, the public, and the 
profession by upholding the Code of Ethics for the Profession of Dietetics and by 
reporting perceived violations of the Code through the processes established by AND, and 
its credentialing agency, CDR. 

Responsibilities to the Public 

• The dietetics practitioner considers the health, safety, and welfare of the public at all 
times. 

• The dietetics practitioner complies with all laws and regulations applicable or related to 
the professor or to the practitioner’s ethical obligations as described in this Code.  

• The dietetics practitioner provides professional services with objectivity and with respect 
for the unique needs and values of individuals. 

• The dietetics practitioner does not engage in false or misleading practices or 
communications. 

• The dietetics practitioner withdraws from professional practice when unable to fulfill his 
or her professional duties and responsibilities to clients and others. 

Responsibilities to Clients 

• The dietetics practitioner recognizes and exercises professional judgment within the limits 
of his or her qualification and collaborates with others, seeks counsel, or makes referrals 
as appropriate. 

• The dietetics practitioner treats clients and patients with respect and consideration. 

• The dietetics practitioner protects confidential information and makes full disclosure 
about any limitation on his or her ability to guarantee full confidentiality. 

• The dietetics practitioner, in dealing with and providing services to clients and others, 
complies with the same principles set forth above in “Responsibilities to the Public” 
(Principles #3‐7). 

Responsibilities to the Profession 

• The dietetics practitioner practices dietetics based on evidence‐based principles and 
current information. 

• The dietetics practitioner presents reliable and substantiated information and interprets 
controversial information without personal bias, recognizing that legitimate differences of 
opinion exist. 
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• The dietetics practitioner assumers a life‐long responsibility and accountability for 
personal competence in practice, consistent with accepted professional standards, 
continually striving to increase professional knowledge and skills and to apply them in 
practice. 

• The dietetics practitioner is alert to the occurrence of a real or potential conflict of 
interest and takes appropriate action whenever a conflict arises. 

• The dietetics practitioner permits the use of his or her name for the purpose of certifying 
that dietetics services have been rendered only if he or she has provided or supervised 
the provision of those services. 

• The dietetics practitioner accurately presents professional qualifications and credentials.  

• The dietetics practitioner does not invite, accept, or offer gifts, monetary incentives, or 
other considerations that affect or reasonably give an appearance of affecting his/her 
professional judgment. 

Responsibilities to Colleagues and Other Professionals 

• The dietetics practitioner demonstrates respect for the values, rights, knowledge, and 
skills of colleagues and to other professionals. 

Source: Journal of the American Dietetic Association, August 2009 Volume 109 Number 8, 1461-
1467. The journal can be accessed here: AND COE 

CHAPTER IV: DPND MISSION & GOALS 

DPND MISSION STATEMENT (RE 7.3b) 
The mission of the UNLV DPND is to prepare program graduates for supervised practice leading 
to eligibility for the CDR credentialing exam to become a registered dietitian nutritionist. In 
addition, the mission is to provide program graduates with the skills and knowledge to be 
comfortable and competent in their dietetic internship and serve as professionals capable of 
providing excellent entry-

http://www.eatrightpro.org/resources/career/code-of-ethics/what-is-the-code-of-ethics
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• Of program graduates who apply to a supervised practice program, at least 50 percent are 
admitted within 12 months of graduation. (RE 2.1.c.1.b.2) 

• The program’s one-year pass rate (graduates who pass the registration exam within one 
year of first attempt) on the CDR credentialing exam for dietitian nutritionists is at least 
80%. (RE 2.1.c.1.c) 

• At least 60 percent of graduates will be rated as “satisfactory” by employers and/or 
preceptors from supervised practice and graduate programs within 12 months of 
graduation. (RE 2.1.c.1.d) 

• At least 40% of graduates will be from a minority ethnic or non-traditional age group 
(based on UNLV’s student database). 

• At least 80% of graduates will rate themselves as being at least prepared to work with a 
culturally/ethnically diverse population. 

 

Program Outcomes Data are available upon request. Please contact samantha.coogan@unlv.edu. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES & COMPETENCIES 

Standard 3: Core Knowledge for the RDN 
 

Standard 3: Curriculum and Learning Activities: Required Elements. 

 
Required Element 3.1a: The program’s curriculum must be designed to ensure the breadth and 

depth of requisite knowledge needed for entry to supervised practice to become a registered 
dietitian nutritionist.  

• The program’s curriculum must include the following required components, including 
prerequisites: 

• Research methodology, interpretation of research literature and integration of research 
principles into evidence-based practice 

• 
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• Licensure and certification in the practice of nutrition and dietetics
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UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS DPND PROGRAM CURRICULUM MAP & COURSE 
ROTATIONS 

KRDN Curriculum Map (Required Elements 3.1 & 3.2) 
Didactic Courses Aligned with Core Knowledge for the RDN (DPND) 

 
Background: The KRDN Curriculum Map is used to identify the courses in which students are 
being taught ACEND-Required Core Knowledge (KRDN). 
 
Directions: List courses in chronological order organized by term, including course number, 
course tile and credit hours. Next, using course syllabi, textbooks and assignments, identify 
what ACEND-Required Core Knowledge occurs in a course and place an ‘X’ in the appropriate 
column. Add additional rows as needed. 
 

Courses and Rotations for KRDNs 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 2.8, 2.9, 3.1, 
3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5, 5.6 
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https://www.eatrightpro.org/acend/about-acend/diversity-equity-and-inclusion#:~:text=ACEND%C2%AE%20will%20not%20tolerate,Equity%20and%20Inclusion%20(DEI).
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it’s possible for a course to be accepted by UNLV for overall credit, but the UNLV DPND 
Program is not required to accept those transfer credits if they do not meet minimum 
program accreditation standards, as determined by the DPD Director. 

 Students requesting admission into the UNLV DPND program from a non-accredited 
institution will be required to complete all program coursework at UNLV. 

Specific courses will be determined on a case-by-case basis by the DPD Director when the 
program contract is negotiated. Transfer credit for equivalent course work may possibly be 
granted for admission as a pre-major (PRE-NUTR) in MATH, BIOL and CHEM.  

Transfer courses will be evaluated based on course content not course title or description.  
Specific ACEND foundation knowledge requirements and learning outcomes must be 
equivalent in order to meet accreditation standards of education and therefore accepted by 
the UNLV DPND Program. There is no guarantee that a transfer course will be accepted into 
the UNLV DPND Program, even if from another ACEND-accredited program. 

If transferred into UNLV and accepted by the program, the earned grade in the course will 
count towards the application into the DPND Program, and to the overall graduating GPA. 
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catalog for details. 

See page 66 of this handbook for more information on Assessment of Prior Learning (RE 8.2i). 

CHAPTER VI: SUMMARY OF PROGRAM POLICIES 

STARTING & PROGRESSING IN THE DPND (RE 7.3h, 8.1a & 8.2l,p) 
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university as the designated drop date. NOTE: There are various types of drop dates (i.e. 
100% refund w/o W, 50% refund, 0% refund w/ W, etc.), so check the UNLV Office of the 
Registrar’s Academic Calendar for further information. 

At the end of the drop period, the university does not allow additional drops even with 
instructor approval and the final grade will be whatever letter grade is in the grade book at 
the close of the semester. A student who has officially dropped a class and who is no longer 
registered for credit or an audit is ineligible for further attendance in that class. 

If the student is failing a DPND class at the time of withdrawal, from a  specific class or from all 
classes, the Nutrition Sciences B.S. and the DPND considers the class as a non-successful 
completion, and must be retaken (with an earned letter grade) for consideration for continued 
progression in the program. 

Total Withdrawal: Students wishing to withdraw from all their courses should make an 
appointment to meet with the DPND Director/Undergraduate Coordinator to discuss any 
issues leading to this decision prior to withdrawal. Depending on the students’ circumstances, 
there may be instances in which a remediation plan can be enacted to assist the student 
through program progression. 

University/Program Probation (RE 8.2l): A student will be placed on university probation if 
the cumulative GPA falls below 2.00 (GPB-1 or lower). See UNLV’s Academic Policies page for 
more information.  

However, a student will be placed on program probation if the cumulative GPA fall below 2.75 
(NOTE that university and program requirements differ). 

Students cannot, and may not, enroll in NUTR classes while on either type of academic 

/registrar/dates
/registrar/dates
https://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7326#:~:text=Dean's%20Honors%20List%3A%20Undergraduate%20students,average%20is%203.50%20or%20higher.
https://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7326#:~:text=Dean's%20Honors%20List%3A%20Undergraduate%20students,average%20is%203.50%20or%20higher.


https://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=7326#:~:text=Dean's%20Honors%20List%3A%20Undergraduate%20students,average%20is%203.50%20or%20higher.
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dishonesty. For this reason, it is critical that every student have a clear understanding of 
what is considered academic misconduct.  

• The following section provides a listing of examples of academic dishonesty. Although this 
list is not all-inclusive, it provides additional guidance to students and identifies several 
major categories of academic misconduct. Any student that is not clear as to any aspect of 
our academic standards is responsible for discussing this with their professor prior to the 
completion of any assignment or examination. 

• Academic Misconduct at UNLV is defined as any intentional or unintentional occurrence 
of the following:  

• Using the words or ideas of another, from the Internet or any source, without proper 
citation of the source(s), commonly called plagiarism. 

• Receiving unauthorized external assistance during an examination or any academic 
exercise for credit. This includes, but is not limited to: 

• Providing or receiving aid in connection with any academic assignment; 

• Use or possession of camera telephones, text messages, computer disks, audio 
recorders, calculators, solution materials, photocopies, materials from previous 
classes, commercial research services, notes or other means to copy or photograph 
materials used or intended for academic evaluation for use during the academic 
evaluation or assignment; 

• Communication in any manner with another student; 

• Working with others on graded coursework, including in-class, on-line and take-home 
examinations; or 

• Possessing, reading, buying, selling or using any materials intended for an academic 
evaluation or assignment in advance of its administration. 

• Turning in the same work in more than one class (or when repeating a class), unless 
permission is received in advance from the instructor. 

• Falsifying information for inclusion in an assigned paper, project or exercise; including 
inventing or altering data from a laboratory or field project, or creating fictional 
citations for a paper. 

• Attempting to influence or change any academic evaluation, assignment or academic 
records for reasons having no relevance to academic achievement. This includes, but is 
not limited to, bribery, threats and making unauthorized changes to any academic 
record. 

• Falsifying or misrepresenting attendance, hours, or activities in relationship to any 
class, internship, externship, field experience, clinical activity or similar activity.  

• Acting or attempting to act as a substitute for another, or using or attempting to use a 
substitute, in any academic evaluation or assignment. 

• Violation of Course Rules: A student must not violate course rules as contained in a 
course syllabus which are rationally related to the content of the course or to the 
enhancement of the learning process in the course. 

• 



 

36 
UNLV Nutrition Sciences DPND Program 
5/23/2024 

● Class 
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year institution.   

• Students must achieve a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.75 and have no grades less than a 
C in all additional HMD/FAB, KIN and NUTR courses.   

• A 2.75 GPA and no grades less than a C in all additional HMD/FAB, KIN, and NUTR courses 
is required in order to fulfill Didactic Program in Nutrition & Dietetics (DPND) 
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Verification Statements are requested via mail.  The mailing address used is the one officially listed in 
MyUNLV. 

It is the student’s responsibility to make sure that their email address is correct with the UNLV system 
if Verification Statements are requested via email.  The email address used is the one officially listed in 
MyUNLV. 

Students requesting Verification Statements for other applications must do so a minimum of 
14 business days prior to a given deadline.  Requests made within that window cannot be 
guaranteed to be fulfilled.   

NON-DEGREE SEEKING STUDENTS (RE 7.3h, 8.2n)
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• Labor Day 

• Nevada Day 

• Veterans Day 

• Thanksgiving Day 

• Family Day 

• Christmas Day 

In addition, the UNLV DPND supports any and all cultural and/or religious holidays that any 
and all of our DPND students may practice. Should there be an instance when you may need 
to miss class or a major assignment deadline due to a cultural and/or religious holiday 
observance/restriction, please communicate these dates with the course instructor(s) within 
the first two weeks of the semester. 

Similarly, if you are a UNLV Student-Athlete who may need to miss class or a major 
assignment deadline due to team travel (not practice schedules), please communicate these 
dates with the course instructor(s) within the first two weeks of the semester. 

Leaves of Absence: Per University policy, when necessary, a student may request approval 
for a leave of absence (LOA) from a degree program. During the leave of absence, the student 
should remain in contact with the department about their return plans. If a student does not 
return by the end of their approved LOA, they must apply for an additional LOA using the 
required approval form or they will be separated from their program. One year is the 
standard leave period; two (2) years is the maximum allowable leave. Note that all degree 
requirements must be completed within the maximum time to degree policy as outlined 
above, regardless of an approved leave of absence. 

NOTE: For all medical leaves requests, please contact the Student Wellness Center at 702-
895-0136 or visit the Student Wellness Center’s Voluntary Health Withdrawal page. 

CHAPTER VII: PROGRAMS & CONCENTRATIONS  

B.S. IN NUTRITION SCIENCES PROGRAM 

• Students meeting the requirements established by the department will receive a B.S. in 
Nutrition Sciences.   

• In order to become a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (RDN) students must: 
▪ Complete the DPND requirements. 
▪ Apply for, become accepted into, and complete a Masters degree program in any 

related field 
▪ Apply for, become accepted into, and complete an ACEND-accredited Dietetic 

Internship/Supervised Practice (DI) Program (or an ACEND-accredited Masters Degree-
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to practice, only an initial fee, biannual renewal fee and good-standing with CDR. In 
order to practice nutrition, dietetics and medical nutrition therapy in the state of 
Nevada, RDNs must be licensed otherwise risk losing their credential and good-
standing with CDR. 

NUTRITION FOR HEALTHCARE CONCENTRATION 
This general program allows students to meet all DPND requirements as part of the pathway 
towards becoming a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist. This concentration is one of three  
components of the RDN pathway, and will earn a signed verification statement upon  
graduation.  
 

DIDACTIC PROGRAM IN NUTRITION & DIETETICS (DPND) PROGRAM 
Students who choose the Nutrition for Healthcare Concentration are automatically enrolled in 
the DPND Program. The DPND Program was granted Full Accreditation by the Accreditation 
Council for Education in Nutrition & Dietetics (ACEND) of the Academy of Nutrition & 
Dietetics (AND) in 2005. The contact information for ACEND is listed here.  Address: 120 South 
Riverside Plaza, Suite 2190, Chicago, IL 60606-6995; Phone: (312) 899-0040, extension 5400; 
E-mail: education@eatright.org; website: http://www.eatright.org/acend. 
 
SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL NUTRITION CONCENTRATION 
This general program does NOT meet all DPND requirements. This general program allows 
students alternative career pathways in nutrition with a focus on the social determinants of 
health that do not require a dietetics credential. Potential careers from this pathway might 
include nutrition research, public policy, community nutrition, health/nutrition writing/editing, 
marketing and sales, healthcare management, etc. This is a good option for 
research/graduate school. Please see DHS Advising for more information/4-year plan for this 
concentration. This handbook only contains information relative to the ACEND-accredited 
DPND program. 

INTERPROFESSIONAL NUTRITION SCIENCES CONCENTRATION 
This general program does NOT meet all DPND requirements. This nutrition-focused program 
helps prepare students to apply to professional schools, such as medical school, physical 
therapy programs, PA school, pharmacy school, etc., and is the best option for those 
interested in professional schools. This concentration is NOT an RDN pathway, and will NOT 
will earn a signed verification statement upon graduation. Please see DHS Advising for more 
information/4-year plan for this concentration. This handbook only contains information 
relative to the ACEND-accredited DPND program. 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE (RE 8.2q) 

NUTRITION FOR HEALTHCARE CONCENTRATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

UNIVERSITY CORE REQUIREMENTS (35-45 CREDITS) 
See the UNLV General Education Core Worksheet or Undergraduate Catalog for more detail. 

 

mailto:education@eatright.org
http://www.eatright.org/acend
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Course Category Course Options Credits 
6 credits 

NUTR 491* 
Repeatable up to 
9 credits 

Independent Study in Clinical Nutrition 
Pre-req: NUTR 311/L; Permission of instructor required 

1-3 

NUTR 495* 
 

Practicum in Nutrition Education 
Pre-req: NUTR 311/L; Permission of instructor required 
 

1-3 

ANTH 466 Nutritional Anthropology 
Pre-req: ANTH 101 

3 

CHEM 474 Biochemistry I 
Pre-req: CHEM 242/L  

3 

CHEM 475 Biochemistry II 
Pre-req: CHEM 474 

3 

PSY 330 Foundations of Developmental Psychology: Infant & 
Child 
Pre-req: PSY 101 

3 

PSY 334 Foundations of Developmental Psychology: Adolescence 
& Adulthood 
Pre-req: PSY 101 

3 

PSY 360 Foundations of Social Psychology 
Pre-req: PSY 101 

3 

PSY 421 Behavior Modification
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Fall Semester Senior Year Credits Spring Semester Senior Year Credits 
Any unfulfilled Gen. Eds. (if needed) 3 credits Any unfulfilled Gen. Eds. (if needed) 3 credits 

Semester Total Credits 12-15 credits Semester Total Credits 12-15 credits 

NOTE: An additional course may be necessary if you do not fulfill the Multicultural requirement 
simultaneously with another course.  Course load may be reduced by taking courses in the summer.  

 

Note: If Multicultural and International courses are taken under the General Education 
Domains, then the Total Credits are 120. NUTR 301 fulfills the International requirement.  
 
Credit Requirements: Student must complete a minimum of 120 credits to graduate. Student 
must complete a minimum of 60 credits at a four-year institution. Student must complete 
last 30 credits in residency. 
Courses are outlined by departmental preference, faculty availability, prerequisite requirements, and 
common course rotations. 
 
In the healthcare profession, fingerprinting will be required. This will be required for supervised 
practice (i.e. dietetic internship), and again once dietetic licensure is obtained after earning the RDN 
credential. 
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others, interpersonal skills interest and motivation are all qualities which each 
applicant should possess. 

• English Composition Skills: Students should exhibit professional level composition 
skills. Faculty are expected to award or delete points on papers (essays, examinations, 
term papers, summaries on the client assessment forms, etc.) for usage of proper 
grammar and consistency and conciseness of thought. Students experiencing difficulty 
with English composition skills are encouraged to seek the assistance of the Writing 
Center for their assignments. 

• Computer Skills: Students are expected to have basic computer skills when entering 
the DPND program. Students will use WebCampus-Canvas throughout their DPND 
courses. Students must be able to complete activities such as: e-mailing, posting on a 
discussion board, and using the internet. Formal papers are to be typed using APA or 
AMA Manual Styling, 11th edition, formats. 

• Computer Accounts: To use the College Lab Computers it will be necessary for 
students to set up a computer account. The account is free and attached to your ACE 
account. Click here to activate your ACE account. To qualify for an account the student 
must be currently enrolled at UNLV. 

PROGRAM COMPENSATION & SCHOLARSHIPS POLICY (RE 8.2f) 
The UNLV DPND Program does not compensate DPND students as part of the program for any 
worked performed within, to or for the DPND Program. Any and all work provided within, to 
or for the DPND Program outside of required program coursework is deemed voluntary, and 
therefore, ineligible for monetary compensation in any way, shape, or form, including but not 
limite88 Tm
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more than one account. Instructions to have one’s RebelMail forwarded to one’s preferred 
email address can be found here. 

Students will be asked to provide their RebelMail addresses to the DPND. This RebelMail 
addresses will be utilized to advise students of policy changes, scholarship opportunities, 
announcement of School- or Department-related events, etc. The student will be accountable 
for information disseminated through RebelMail. 

ATTENDANCE & CLASSROOM POLICIES 
Attendance in Classes: Class attendance (online or in-person) in the DPND program is 
expected and required. Students are permitted to miss up to one (1) unexcused Live Class 
Sessions without a penalty with communication made to the instructor prior to the class 
meeting. From the second unexcused absence on, a minimum 10% deduction will be taken 
from your overall grade at the end of the semester. However, exceptions will be made on a 
case-by-case basis for those who properly communicate with instructor(s) and provide 
legitimate documentation related to medical or emergency issues that may result in multiple 
absences. 

Absences: Failure to log in to/attend two (2) or more Live Class Sessions (online or in-
person) 

http://rebelmail.unlv.edu/forward.html.
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the Tetanus Diphtheria (Td) immunization within the last 10 years. In addition, students born 
in or after 1957 must provide proof of
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instructor of his/her unsafe or unprofessional behavior which is the reason for removal, and 
will be informed of the conditions necessary for the student to return to the clinical 
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https://it.unlv.edu/it-help-desk
/registrar/ferpa
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Grade Calculation: The numerical value for the final course grade will be determined by each 
individual instructor. Please not that it is not a program policy for final grades to be rounded, 

https://www.it.unlv.edu/it-services/myunlv
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date). 

Program Progression:  UNLV DPND students must maintain a semester GPA of 2.75: If a 
student does not achieve a semester GPA of 2.75, the student must meet with the Division of 
Health Sciences Advising Center and will be placed on academic probation (see pages 48-49). 

A passing grade is a “C” or higher in all upper-division NUTR, KIN, and HMD/FAB courses.  A 
grade of C- or below is considered a failing grade and students will not be permitted to 
progress in the program until the course is successfully passed with the minimum required 
grade. If a student needs to repeat a course, space in not guaranteed. Space will be granted 
for students in the proper sequence before those repeating a course. 

NOTE: At UNLV, if a student retakes a course ONE time, then the highest grade is calculated 
into the overall GPA. However, after two (2) retakes, the grades are then averaged (i.e. D, D, 
C) by the Registrar before being added to the overall GPA. Be distinctive and selective in the 
courses you may choose to retake. 

Withdrawal from DPND Courses 
Withdrawal When Successful and Passing: If a student has been successful in previous and 
currently enrolled courses with a NUTR prefix, the student may withdraw from the DPND 
course(s) provided that the student has a 2.75 grade at the time of withdrawal. The NUTR 
course(s) are repeated when available. The student is not considered non-successful for the 
withdrawn DPND course(s). 
 
Withdrawal When Failing Present Course, but Successful in Other DPND Courses: If a student 
withdraws from a DPND course when the student’s grade at that point in the course is less 
than 2.75 (C), the withdrawal will be considered a non-successful completion of the course. If 
the student has been successful in all other DPND 



 

61 
UNLV Nutrition Sciences DPND Program 
5/23/2024 

courses when failing (whether in the same semester, or two different semesters) the student 
is suspended from the DPND program. Withdrawing when failing is considered non-
successful, and two non-successful DPND courses are criteria for dismissal from the DPND. 
 
Decisions related to grading will be determined by the program faculty member according to 
the work the student has made available to the program faculty member at the time of 
withdrawal. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain written documentation from the course 
instructor to verify the passing/failing status at the time of withdrawal.  
 
If a course in which the student was non-successful is a prerequisite or co-requisite (i.e. 
requiring concurrent enrollment) to other DPND courses, as identified in the current catalog, 
the student will not be allowed to progress. All prerequisite or co-requisites must be 
success-2 (b)-25 (e).nf (u)-16 (5( )-2 (b)-25 (e)-17 ( )]TJ
ET
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q
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• Step 2: If no acceptable resolution is reached in Step 1, the student will meet with 
both the program faculty member(s) and the DPND Director. 

• Step 3: If no acceptable resolution is reached in Step 2, the student in consultation 
with the DPND Director/Undergraduate Coordinator. 

• Step 4: If no acceptable resolution is reached in Step 3, the student may institute a 
formal grievance as outlined below (page 66). 

 
If the complaint involves an administrator(s): 

• Step 1: The student will try to arrive at an acceptable resolution of the grievance with 
the program faculty administrator(s) in question (DPND Director/Undergraduate 
Coordinator). 

• Step 2: If no acceptable resolution is reached in Step 1, the student Faculty Advisor will 
meet with the administrator(s) and the Chair of the Department of Kinesiology and 
Nutrition Sciences (KNS). 

• Step 3: If no acceptable resolution is reached in Step 2, the student and Faculty Advisor 
will meet with the SIHS Assistant and/or Associate Dean. 

• Step 4: If no acceptable resolution is reached in Step 3, the student and Faculty Advisor 
will meet with the SIHS Dean. 

• Step 5: If no acceptable resolution is reached in Step 4, If no acceptable resolution is 
reached in Step 3, the student may institute a formal grievance as outlined below. 

 

Formal Grievance Procedure (RE 8.2g) 

• Step 1: Student will file the appropriate grievance or petition form with the Faculty 
Senate Academic Standards Committee. Please note that a student may not use thisnna foe2 73.83-27 (e)3 (p)-25 ( )-23 (1)]TJ
ET
Q
q
0 0 e

http://facultysenate.unlv.edu/content/information-students
http://facultysenate.unlv.edu/content/information-students
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course involved in the allegation.   

• Step 3: If it is determined that a hearing shall be held, the SIHS Assistant and/or 
Associate Dean will notify the Chair of the Academic Standards Committee who will 
notify the student, hereafter known as the complainant, and faculty member(s) or 
administrator(s) now referred to as respondent(s). 

• Step 4: The Academic Standards Committee will meet and decide on a meeting time 
and place for the hearing, and set up time lines for submission of further 
documentation and supporting evidence including witness lists by both the 
complainant and respondent(s). 

• Step 5: The hearing will be held during a business day in the SIHS. 

• Step 6: The Academic Standards Committee will notify all parties of the hearing; when 

/facultysenate/committees/academic-standards#:~:text=The%20Academic%20Standards%20Committee%20reviews,for%20various%20waivers%20and%20exceptions.
/facultysenate/committees/academic-standards#:~:text=The%20Academic%20Standards%20Committee%20reviews,for%20various%20waivers%20and%20exceptions.
http://www.eatrightacend.org/ACEND
http://www.eatrightacend.org/ACEND
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Procedure for Complaints Against the DPND Program (RE 8.2h) 
The Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics (ACEND®) has established a 
process for reviewing complaints against accredited programs in order to fulfill its public 
responsibility for assuring the quality and integrity of the educational programs that it 
accredits. Any individual, for example, student, faculty, dietetics practitioner and/or member 
of the public may submit a

https://www.eatrightpro.org/acend/public-notices-and-announcements/filing-a-complaint-with-acend/procedure-for-complaints-against-accredited-programs#:~:text=ACEND%20staff%20forwards%20all%20written,identifying%20information%20is%20blocked%20out.
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identify a plan to address the complaint. 

• If the complaint is determined to be unsubstantiated or not related to the 
accreditation standards or policies, no action is taken. 

• If the complaint is substantiated and indicates that the program may not be in-
compliance with the accreditation standards or policies, appropriate action is taken, 
which may include, but is not limited to, scheduling an on-site visit of the program. If 
the complaint is substantiated and the ACEND® board determines that the program is 
not in compliance with the accreditation standards or policies, the ACEND® board may 
place the program on probation or withdraw accreditation. 

• The program director and administration of the sponsoring institution are notified of 
the ACEND® board's decision and action in writing within two weeks of the decision. 
The complainant is notified of the final decision and action when the reconsideration 
and appeals processes expire. 

• The program has the right to request the ACEND® board to reconsider a decision to 
withdraw accreditation or probationary accreditation. 

STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY 
Each student assumes all risks and is solely responsible for any injury or loss sustained while 
traveling to or participating in the UNLV DPND, operated by the University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas (UNLV), School of Integrated Health Sciences (SIHS), at any volunteer and/or practice 
site and throughout their program unless such injury or loss arises solely out of the site ’s 
gross negligence or willful misconduct.  As a DPND student at UNLV, I agree to accept the 
responsibilities described above. 

ASSESSMENT OF PRIOR LEARNING (RE 7.3l, 8.2i) 
The UNLV DPND does not assess prior learning or competence except for the possibility of 
course transfers as previously explained on pages 31-32 of this handbook. 

ACADEMY OF NUTRITION & DIETETICS (AND) MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 
DPND students are strongly encouraged to be student members of the Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics (AND).  This membership provides students access to the Journal of Academy of 
Nutrition and Dietetics (JAND), the Evidence Analysis Library (EAL), and other member 
benefits that may be useful in the classroom. 

In addition, DPND students are strongly encouraged to become members of the UNLV 
Student Nutrition and Dietetics Association (SNDA)

https://www.eatrightpro.org/membership/membership-types-and-criteria/student-member
https://www.eatrightpro.org/membership/membership-types-and-criteria/student-member
https://www.unlvsnda.com/
https://www.unlvsnda.com/
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CHAPTER IX: STUDENT CONFIRMATION OF UNDERSTANDING SIGNATURE PAGE 

I comprehend the information presented in the UNLV DPND Handbook. I agree to abide by 
the policies and procedures outlined in this handbook throughout the remainder of my 
undergraduate studies in the DPND.  I comprehend the information presented regarding the 
DPND: 

• The degree requirements including required courses, minimum 2.75 GPA requirement, 
and the minimum letter grade of a C for all NUTR, KIN, HMD/FAB, and CHEM courses. 

• The additional program fees including course fees, professional liability insurance and 
possible immunizations, drug, and criminal background checks. 

• I have read and understand the attendance (page 36) and assessment (page 37) 
policies. 

• Student membership in the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (AND) and the UNLV 
Student Nutrition and Dietetic Association (SNDA) is strongly encouraged although 
not required. 

• Even with successful completion of the DPND, my placement in a dietetic internship or 
graduate program is not guaranteed. 

• That a Master’s degree is required in addition to a Dietetic Internship in the 
pathway towards becoming a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (RDN). 

• It is recommended that I obtain nutrition‐related experiences outside of the 
classroom to increase my chances of getting into an internship. 

• I understand this is a preparatory program for the nutrition and dietetics profession with 
high standards for academic integrity and professional behaviors, interactions and 
attitudes with all program directors, instructors, lab coordinators, supervisors, 
academic advisors, preceptors and peers, and if at any point I violate these policies 
and standards, I am eligible to be removed from this DPND program. 

• That I have read this entire DPND Student Handbook in its entirety and fully 
understand and comprehend the program policies as stated. 

• As a DPND student at UNLV, I agree to accept the responsibilities described above. 

 

Student Name: _____________________________________________  Date: ________ 

Student Signature: __________________________________________  Date: ________ 

DPND Director: _____________________________________________  Date: ________ 

 

This signature page will be placed in your permanent student file that is maintained in the Nutrition Sciences Office. 

Contact the DPND Director for a signed copy at samantha.coogan@unlv.edu. 
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