
UNLV School of Public Health 
Department of Healthcare Administration & Policy 

MHA Student Handbook 
Disclaimer: The information contained in this handbook subject to change. However, since requirements and 
procedures may change over time, students must consult with their advisor regarding any questions or clarification. 
Further, students should regularly check the UNLV Degree Directory website for current version of handbook. The 
purpose of this handbook is to provide program specific information that is not found in the UNLV Graduate Catalog. 
Students are responsible for understanding and following the policies and procedures delineated in this document 
and the UNLV Graduate Catalog, as well as the NSHE Code, UNLV Bylaws, and the UNLV Student Conduct Code.  
Questions about policies should be directed to the Graduate College: valarie.burke@unlv.edu or 
gradassociatedean@unlv.edu.  

mailto:valarie.burke@unlv.edu
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Welcome from the Dean 

The mission of the School of Public Health (SPH) is to advance the science of public health, improve the health and 
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ABOUT UNLV 

In its 60-year history, UNLV has undergone an amazing transformation from a small branch college into a Higher 
Learning Commission-accredited, thriving urban research institution of over 30,000 students and 3,900 faculty 
and staff. Along the way, the urban land-grant university has become a dynamic resource for one of the country's 
fastest-growing and most enterprising cities. UNLV's 350-acre main campus, located on the Southern tip of Nevada 
in a desert valley surrounded by mountains, is home to more than 220 undergraduate, master's, and doctoral 
degree programs, all accredited by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities. 

ABOUT THE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

The School of Public Health (SPH), formerly known as the School of Community Health Sciences, was established 
in 2004 and is dedicated to improving the health and well-being of people worldwide. Our departments, programs, 
and research units work to provide a diverse education, practical training experience and numerous community 
involvement opportunities to prepare students to become leaders and professionals in the field of public health. 

SPH students and faculty come from diverse backgrounds and represent a broad spectrum of interdisciplinary 
academic and research interests. We foster a collegial and supportive environment in which students work closely 
with faculty, staff, practitioners and other students. The quality of our educational programs reflects our deep 
commitment to our students. 

The School of Public Health is committed to preparing students to meet the critical need for public health 
professionals in Nevada, the nation, and the world. We provide excellent academic programs with a variety of 
areas for concentration and the opportunity for applied research. The School of Public Health has a special interest 
in community-based participatory research. 

Degree Programs 

The SPH offers two undergraduate and four graduate degrees in various disciplines of public health. The graduate 
degrees offered are Master of Public Health (MPH), the Master of Healthcare Administration (MHA), the Executive 
Master of Healthcare Administration (EMHA) and the Ph.D. in Public Health. The MPH degree includes four 
concentration options: epidemiology and biostatistics; environmental and occupational health; healthcare 
administration and policy; and social and behavioral health. 

Departments, Programs and Research Units 
The School of Public Health houses several departments and programs including the Department of Environmental 
and Occupational Health, Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, and the Department of Healthcare 
Administration and Policy. 

In addition to a world class education, the school includes a number of research centers and laboratories: 
American Indian Research and Education Center; Center for Health Disparities Research; Nevada Center for 
Environmental and Health Surveillance; Nevada Institute for Children’s Research and Policy; Environmental and 
Occupational Health Laboratory; and Emerging Diseases Research Laboratory. These centers and laboratories 
within the school offer students specialized research and real-world training opportunities.

https://www.unlv.edu/publichealth/about
https://www.unlv.edu/publichealth/about


https://cahme.org/
https://cahme.org/
https://cahme.org/
https://ceph.org/
https://ceph.org/
https://ceph.org/
http://www.unlv.edu/hca
https://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=44&navoid=12929
http://graduatecollege.unlv.edu/
https://www.unlv.edu/publichealth/admissions/mhca
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/become-a-grad-student
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/become-a-grad-student
https://www.unlv.edu/publichealth/admissions/mhca
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
mailto:erin.rosenberg@unlv.edu
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Conditional Admission 
 Final Transcripts -Applicants who are within one year of graduating from an undergraduate program, can 

provide transcripts to-date and receive conditional admission, subject to them completing their 
undergraduate degree with a 3.0 GPA or better. Upon graduating, final official transcripts must be 
submitted to the Graduate College from all institutions attended prior to the beginning of classes, so that 
‘conditional’ standing can be removed. 

 Prerequisites - If applicants have not completed prerequisite courses (ECON 102 or HCA 205 and ACC 201 
or HCA 216), they can do so during their first year of the MHA Program, ECON 102 (or HCA 205) must be 
completed before HCA 718, and ACC 201 (or HCA 216) must be completed before HCA 716. 

 Missing Documentation - If applicants have another document missing from their application (ie. resume, 
personal statement, or their 3 recommendation letters) they can be conditionally admitted, pending the 
receipt of these missing documents. 

Provisional Admission 
Applicants who are borderline (lower than average GPA) in meeting program admission requirements, may choose 
to take courses as a non-degree-seeking student, or they can be provisionally admitted and take up to 3 
departmental classes and receive a ‘B’ or better, to demonstrate capability to perform at a graduate level, and 
then the ‘provisional’ standing will be removed. 

Non-Degree-Seeking Students 
Students who are not admitted into the Program due to academic deficiencies, may take courses as a non-degree- 
seeking student in order to demonstrate their ability to be successful in the program. Students interested in the 
program can also take classes as a non-degree-seeking student to determine whether the program and the 
industry is a good fit for them. Non-degree-

https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?UnivofNevadaLasVegas&layout_id=18
mailto:titleixcoordinator@unlv.edu
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PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 

Orientation 
Every semester a student orientation session is held to introduce students to the program and to meet the faculty. 
Students are required to attend this important event in their first semester. If unable to attend, students are 
required to obtain the information 
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PROGRAM OF STUDY/COURSEWORK 

Sub-Plans 
Students have several options for completing the MHA program. For up-to-date sub-plans and official 
requirements, please visit the Graduate Catalog. 

Choosing Electives 
Students who choose to take the Capstone Track have a choice of an elective for three credits.  
The program has several elective course options available, including courses that are cross-listed with undergraduate 
courses. However, cross-listed courses cannot be used as electives if they were previously taken in another degree 
plan. For example, a student who took a cross-listed course such as HCA 431, should not take the corresponding 
graduate cross-listed course HCA 631. You should clear elective course options with your advisor. 

HCA 793 ʹ Internship in Healthcare Administration (required of all students) 
 

https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
https://catalog.unlv.edu/index.php?catoid=30
https://www.unlv.edu/sites/default/files/degrees/downloads/MHA-CoreCourseInternshipWaiver-Policy.pdf
https://www.unlv.edu/sites/default/files/degrees/downloads/MHA-CoreCourseInternshipWaiver-Policy.pdf
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
https://catalog.unlv.edu/index.php?catoid=30
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CONTACT INFORMATION FOR MHA DEGREE PROGRAM: 

HCAP Department Chair 
Dr. Chris Cochran 
4505 Maryland Parkway Box 453023 
Las Vegas, Nevada, 89154-3023 
Email: chris.Cochran@unlv.edu 
Phone: 702-895-1400 
Fax: 702-895-5573 

Graduate Programs Director and Graduate Coordinator 
Erin Rosenberg, MS, MHA  
4505 Maryland Parkway 
Las Vegas, Nevada, 89154-3023 
Email: Erin.rosenberg@unlv.edu 
Phone: 702-895-4554 

Internship Coordinator 
Bobbie Jo Trude 
4505 Maryland Parkway 
Las Vegas, Nevada, 89154-3023  
Email: bobbie.trude@unlv.edu 

A current listing of the graduate faculty can be found here.

mailto:chris.Cochran@unlv.edu
mailto:Erin.rosenberg@unlv.edu
mailto:Kurt.houser@unlv.edu
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UNIVERSITY RESOURCES 

The Graduate Academy: Innovative Leadership, Professional, and Career Development 
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Jean Nidetch Women's Center 
The Jean Nidetch Women’s Center is committed to creating a supportive and inclusive environment for all genders 
through programming, services, and advocacy for the UNLV community. The Women's Center has informational 
resources, brochures, and flyers for a variety of on and off campus organizations to help empower and protect 
yourself, and learn about your options. They also provide free tampons, pads, and condoms. 

The Intersection 
The Intersection is a one-stop resource for UNLV’s highly diverse student body — a comprehensive multicultural 
center grounded in the academic life of our students. As an intersecting campus resource, the Intersection helps 
ensure students, particularly first-generation and students of color, successfully navigate their academic careers. 
Here, all members of campus can discuss their differences, discover their similarities, and build a shared sense of 
belonging. 

UNLV Libraries 
UNLV Libraries has always been more than books; they are about encouraging students and creating quality 
programs that elevate growth and learning. Please visit their website for important information about the services 
they offer to graduate students. 

Graduate & Professional Student Association (GPSA) 
The Graduate & Professional Student Association serves all currently enrolled University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
graduate and professional students. The GPSA maintains the Graduate Student Commons located in the Lied 
Library room 2141. The facility a working office equipped with a copier, fax, flatbed scanners, color laser printer, 
office supplies, and computers with printers and a small kitchen area. The GPSA is the graduate student 
governance body at UNLV; the GPSA Council consists of one graduate student representative from each 
graduate department, and they meet monthly. Th
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Writing Center 
This is a free service to UNLV students to help you with any writing project, from papers to creative writing, to 
resumes, and we can work with you at any stage of the writing process. The center can help you brainstorm, 
make an outline, work on your drafts, or just be a soundboard for your ideas. The center staff can assist you in 
person, or via the Online Writing Lab (OWL) page.



https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/misconduct/policy
http://www.unlv.edu/veterans/deploy
http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/forms#C
http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/ferpa
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/current/healthinsurance
http://police.unlv.edu/policies/campus-report.html
http://www.unlv.edu/admissions/immunizations
http://www.unlv.edu/research/ORI-HSR/review-boards
https://www.it.unlv.edu/rebelmail
http://studentconduct.unlv.edu/conduct/student-conduct-code.html
https://www.it.unlv.edu/policies
https://www.unlv.edu/compliance/titleIX
https://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars
https://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
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Last revised Revised by Department Vote 
Tally: Yes/No/Abs.  
(date of vote) 

Changes summary 

Development Plans on pg. 7, and HCA 
718 pre-requisites on pg. 5 

March 25, 2020 Erin Rosenberg  Updated Internship Coordinator, 
changed “health care” to “healthcare” 
throughout, updated advising policy, 
and added a “Choosing Electives” 
section on pg. 8. 

March 13, 2019 Erin Rosenberg  Updated links, updated student 

contact hours policy, updated the 

school name, removed sub-plan 

descriptions 

September 11, 
2018 

Erin Rosenberg  Updated links, linked to Graduate 

Catalog, Removed degree audit 

language 
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MHA HANDBOOK ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM 

I,  have received and read the MHA Handbook. 

✔ I understand that I am responsible for completion of my degree program. 

✔ I understand that I am responsible for scheduling a meeting with an advisor early in my 
program, and each semester thereafter, to ensure that I am on track for graduation. 

✔ I understand that I am responsible for identifying and completing all required forms and 
paperwork. 

✔ I understand that I am responsible for being aware of program policies and deadlines, 
including having provisional/conditional admission status removed and applying for 
graduation. 

✔ I understand that this program requires that a 250-hour Internship be completed in an 
approved healthcare organization. 

✔ I understand that the information contained in this guidebook and on the SPH website 
are as accurate as possible but that changes may occur, so I should visit the website 
periodically. 

 
Signature of Student Date 

PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS PAGE TO THE MHA GRADUATE COORDINATOR AT ORIENTATION OR 
AT YOUR FIRST ADVISING SESSION, WHICHEVER IS SOONER. 

 


