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WHAT IS A REVERSE OUTLINE? 

A reverse outline is a writing tool used to help organize and structure a piece of writing. Reverse Outlines 

can only be done after a piece has been partially or fully drafted.  

In a reverse outline, the writer removes all supporting details except for the main point/main idea of each 

paragraph so they can better analyze their writing.  

WHY IS A REVERSE OUTLINE HELPFUL? 

A reverse outline can help writers who have already started or completed the drafting process to organize, 

restructure, or edit their work.  

Reverse outlines are especially useful to writers looking to analyze a piece they have already written or a 

draft that does not satisfy key aspects of the assignment or does not meet the expectations of their 

intended audience. If a writer feels lost, stuck, or like they have run out of things to say, doing a reverse 

outline may help them gain new insights and approaches to their writing. Reverse outlines are especially 

useful to writers who need help with the revising stage or who are struggling with coherency/organization.  

Reverse Outlines may be particularly useful to writers who 

¶ Prefer getting everything on the page before making revisions  

¶ Struggle with organization or executing logical arguments  

¶ Worry about whether their ideas are expressed clearly or are repeated 

¶ Forget to or do not complete a traditional outline 

¶ Are in the revising stage  

Reverse Outlines can help with all (but are not limited to) the following:  

¶ Identifying strengths and weaknesses in the thesis statement or central claim  

¶ Ensuring body paragraphs are relevant to the thesis statement  

¶ Creating, maintaining, and analyzing logical arguments through the paper 

¶ Identifying ideas, reasoning, or evidence that is missing 

¶ 
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