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MUS 655:  TEACHING MUSIC &  SPECIAL LEARNERS   

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS 
C O U R S E  S Y L L A B U S

Course Description

An examination of the legislative, psychological, sociological, and philosophical foundations of music education for 
special learners and teaching principles derived from these foundations.  Active discussion and lesson building, skills 
and approaches to teach in the music classroom with special learners will be actively included in class meetings.

The materials and information contained in this course and text are intended to provide accurate information about 
the subject. This is not a legal document; the publisher and authors are not engaged in rendering legal or other 
professional services. The recommendations contained herein are only guidelines and do not constitute legal advice, 
and neither the publisher nor the authors warrant or guarantee, in any manner, their suitability for any particular or 
specific usage. It is recommended that contact be made with an attorney, psychologist, or other competent 
professional with knowledge of the laws and services pertaining to this subject matter, if expert assistance is 
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1. Students will demonstrate sensitivity towards, and an understanding of, childrenÕs diverse learning styles,
abilities, and development so that they will be able to create music lesson plans with necessary adaptations.

2. Students will become familiar with the historical and instructional foundations of music in special education
and trends affecting special learners in the United States.

3. Students will analyze current legislation on special education, become familiar with terms related to special
learners, and learn about current practice in teaching special learners as it relates to music education.

4. Students will become familiar with the influence society, parents and home life, and the educational system
has on special learners in the music curriculum.

5. Students will become familiar with various models of music therapy in school settings, and develop a personal 
theory of special learners in an inclusive music classroom.

6. Students will research disabilities to discern common challenges, differences in their approach to teaching and 
share their results with the class.

7. Students will study various teaching approaches, discipline procedures, assessment tools and expectations
used with special learners.

8. Students will become knowledgeable in the areas of language, motor, visual, and social development,
connecting current research and theory about special learners music education to classroom practice.

4. Through activities and written assignments students will demonstrate the ability to logically sequence steps for a
musical task and to understand the use of adaptive methods and materials.

5. Students will demonstrate their professionalism through regular attendance and active class participation.

REQUIRED MATERIALS: Music in Special Education, second edition; Mary S. Adamek, Alice-Ann Darrow; The 
American Music Therapy Association, Inc.,; ISBN: 1978-1-884914-26-3 
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