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ENG 703: 
Survey of Literary Criticism & Theory 

 
 
This course is designed to introduce graduate students to some of the major texts within the long 
and complex tradition of literary theory and criticism. In a semester, and especially a semester 
where we lose two weeks of classes to Monday holidays, the task is nearly impossible. The best I 
can hope to do is to introduce you to a wide range of approaches so that you can explore further 
on your own. The course is divided into four units of unequal length: 1) Foundations 2) 
Formalism, structuralism, poststructuralism 3) Race, class, gender, sexuality, and 4) Books, 
readers, history. Within these units we will be reading a mixture of entire books, journal articles, 
and extracts from books. Some of these readings you have almost certainly encountered before 
while others will likely be new to you. I have also ordered from the bookstore but am not 
requiring my companion book, for students who want a broad historical overview (from antiquity 
to the present). We will cover some historical context in class but our main focus will be on 
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delete other peopleÕs posts or the site itself. Each registered student must commit to writing three 
100-200 word posts over the course of the semester and three initial responses to someone elseÕs 
post (I will pass around a sign-up sheet on the first day). Auditors are encouraged but not 
required to post and to respond to othersÕ posts. 
  
Your posts should relate to the weekÕs reading and should be posted by 5:00pm on the Sunday 
before class, thus allowing enough time for the respondent to post and for others to comment 
prior to class. These posts will serve to begin our course discussion each week, and the 
discussion can continue online after class is over. Your posts can take a range of forms but 
should not be mere summary of the reading. Instead, they should focus on a particular passage, 
term, or question; connect the reading to something else either within or outside the class; use 
examples to clarify a theoretical point; etc. The designated first respondent should engage with 
the post and continue the conversation while remaining civil. Keep the genre of the blog post in 
mind as you write: images and links are encouraged, as are pithy provocations; detailed textual 
analysis is better reserved for classroom discussion. 
 
Reflection paper: At the end of the semester, all registered students must write a 2000-4000 
word essay that reflects upon the readings for the course and your own identity as a literary 
theorist. WeÕll talk more as the semester goes on about the kinds of things you should and 
shouldnÕt include in this paper. Your first task is to try to understand the sometimes quite 
difficult texts weÕll be reading. Your next task is to synthesize the readings, to find points of 
agreement and disagreement, to understand the range of approaches to a single topic. The first 
two tasks will constitute our main focus in the class discussion and course blog. Your third task, 
and the one that will form the substance of this final piece of writing, is to begin to internalize 
the theoretical approaches you have read, adopting and transforming concepts and methodologies 
that best suit your identity as a critic.  
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occur at the time and on the day specified in the final exam schedule.  See the schedule at: 
http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars. 
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