


3. Act on philosophical and sociocultural beliefs by developing a social action project aimed 
at improving children's success as learners. 

4. Integrate foundations content with other core areas of doctoral study. 

5. Understand the benefits derived from a study of the history of education based on events 
that have shaped contemporary educational norms, policies, practices, and perspectives. 

6. Understand the major historiographical approaches used by historians of American 
education. 

7. Explore key individuals whose theories of education influenced change in the United 
States' education system. 

8. Understand the influences that affect class structure, economic and philosophical change, 
and the development of new educational strategies as they impact current educational 
decision-making. 

9. Understand the relationship that exists between social needs and education’s ability to 
respond to those needs through the delivery of appropriate instruction. 

 
10. Become familiar with APA writing style, formats and requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Objectives 
Course objectives are based on knowledge, performance, dispositions and results.  By defining 
objectives in these ways, those of you who are preparing teacher candidates will understand the 
interactions between and among the objectives.  The “results” section of the matrix is specific to 
doctoral students who are planning to enter the teacher preparation profession. The objectives 
will be added next week, but they are adapted from the INTASC Standards and the ATE 
Standards for Teacher Educators. 
 
Texts 
The following books will be used as springboards for discussion in class. They will also serve as 
resources for your papers and essays. Many of these may be purchased cheaply on Amazon.com 
or in used bookstores. You may share these books with classmates so all do not have to purchase 
each book. Many can be found in the UNLV library. Some may be borrowed from your 
instructor. Some may already be in your professional library from prior classes. The Zhao book 
is particularly pertinent, so please try to find a copy of this for yourself. We will be 
supplementing these readings with DVD’s and articles on the Web. 
 

http://Amazon.com






• Popkewitz, T.S. & Brennan, M. (Eds.). (1998). Foucault's challenge Discourse, 
knowledge, and power in education. New York:  Teacher's College Press. 

• Rorty, R. (1991).  Objectivity, realism and truth:  Philosophical papers vol. 1.  New 
York: Cambridge University Press. 

• Schlechty, P.C. (1990).  Schools for the 21st century.  San Francisco:  Jossey-Bass. 

• Spring, J.  (2002).  American education (tenth ed.). New York:  McGraw-Hill. 

• (1994). The American school 1642-1993 (third ed.). New York:  McGraw-Hill. 

• (2002).  Conflict of interests:  The politics of American education (fourth ed.).  
New York: McGraw-Hill. 

• (1994).  Deculturalization and the struggle for equality:  A brief history of the 
education of dominated cultures in the United States.  New York:  McGraw-Hill. 

• Webb, L.D, Metha, A. & Jordan, K.F. (2006).  Foundations of American education. 
Englewood Cliffs, N.J:  Prentice-Hall. 
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Course Requirements 
 
Individual Seminar Essay 
 
 Students will be asked to write an essay on an educational topic connected to the 
historical, social, philosophical, and/or cultural foundations.  This topic could be related to 
your field of study as long as you make connections between that area and the foundations.  The 
following list provides examples of topics: 

a. the relevance of John Dewey's vision of "experience" as the basis for  
curriculum; 

             

b. gender bias and its effect on females in schooling; 
c. historical view of educational change related to your area; 
d. accountability as an essential component of the curriculum; 
e. issues specific to English Language Learners and ELL’s  place in the curriculum; 
f. the future of No Child Left Behind: is it going away or here to stay? Why or why 

not? 
g. an in-depth biographical study of a major figure represented in the historical, 

social, philosophical, and/or cultural foundations; 
h. standards-based education and its historical roots  





are sharing ideas that are in the same area, or they may be individual presentations.  Please 
provide a one-page handout that is your abstract and the references used in your essay on email 
(you may send it to me and I will send it to the class). Each presentation is between 10-15 
minutes. You will be given feedback by your peers and the instructor.   
 
Readings, Class Participation, and Attendance (20% of final grade) 
 

Regular weekly reading assignments are listed in the syllabus.  The readings provide the 
focus for the issue(s) to be examined in class and also provide background to shape the direction 
of the professional paper and presentation.  The texts selected provide foundational knowledge to 
help you understand the impact of educational theories on educational practice.  The major 
theories are perennialism (Adler, Bloom and Ravitch); progressivism (Dewey); realism (White- 
head); social reconstructionism (Spring and Illich); and cognitive reconstructionism (Bruner).  
You are expected to arrive in class on time and be prepared to participate in the discussions and 
class activities.  I realize that unexpected events happen that require you to miss class.  If you 
are absent, I ask that you submit a one to two-page summary (typed, double-spaced) of 
your responses to the reading for the week(s) you missed.  Your response should include a 
discussion of the main points of the reading, your overall response to the material, and 
questions that you think would be important to consider.  I will share some of your 
perspectives with class during our discussion.  

Reading Assignments and Due Dates (subject to change) 

August  
24  First class; syllabus review and overview of texts 
31 Intro to research- CML and Whitehead, Aims of Education    Ch. 1-3. 
 
September 
7 Holiday. No class. 
14 Ravitch, Left Back (pp. 19-129 
21 Dewey, Experience and Education. TOPIC PAPER DUE. 
28 Zhao, Catching up or leading the way? Ch. 1-5. 
 
October   
5  Bruner, The Process of Education 
12 Adler, The Paideia Proposal 
19 Friedman and Mandelbaum. Ch. 1-7. 
26 Spring, Wheels in the Head, Part I: Chapters 1, 2 and 3  
November 
2 Bloom, pp. 313-382;  
9 Ravitch, The Death and Life of the Great American School System   
16 Illich, Deschooling Society   SEMINAR ESSAY DUE; Class Presentations. 
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Library Holdings in UNLV Library 
 
Periodicals 
 
Action in Teacher Education
American Secondary Education 
Teacher Educator 
The Education Digest 
American Teacher 
Performance Improvement Quarterly 
Education Week 
The High School Journal 
The Clearing House 
American Journal of Education 
Contemporary Education 
Curriculum Review 
Strategies 
Journal of Curriculum Studies 
Journal of Education for Teachers 
Journal of Teacher Education 
Urban Education 

               

   

 

SPECIAL NOTES 

Academic Misconduct 
Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member of the campus community; all share 
in upholding the fundamental values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, responsibility and 
professionalism. By choosing to join the UNLV community, students accept the expectations of 
the Student Academic Misconduct Policy and are encouraged when faced with choices to always 
take the ethical path. Students enrolling in UNLV assume the obligation to conduct themselves in 
a manner compatible with UNLV’s function as an educational institution. An example of 
academic misconduct is plagiarism. Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of another, from the 
Internet or any source, without proper citation of the sources. See the Student Academic 
Misconduct Policy (approved December 9, 2005) located at: 
https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/student-conduct. 
 
Copyright 
The University requires all members of the University Community to familiarize themselves 
with and to follow copyright and fair use requirements. You are individually and solely 

https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/student-conduct.


http://www.unlv.edu/provost/copyright.
http://drc.unlv.edu/
http://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=531.
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/teachingandlearning
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/transparency


mailto:@unlv.nevada.edu
http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars.
http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/.
https://www.library.unlv.edu/contact/librarians_by_subject
https://www.library.unlv.edu/.
http://www.unlv.edu/asc


(e.g., absences, make-up exams, status reporting, extra credit policies, plagiarism/cheating 
consequences, policy on electronic devices, specialized department or college tutoring programs, 
bringing children to class, policy on recording classroom lectures, etc.) 
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