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Discussion	–	30	points:
Due	at	the	end	of	the	entire	associated	module.	See	table	below.			
There	will	be	15	discussions	(2	points	each)	throughout	the	semester.	This	class	is	structured	in	order	to	
maximize	an	ongoing	dialogue	about	related	course	topics.		The	class	participants	need	to	have	an	opportunity	
to	learn	from	the	variety	of	perspectives	reflected	in	the	course	material.	Discussion	questions	will	stem	from	
course	textbook,	scientific	journal	articles,	videos,	newspaper	articles	and	will	be	posted	on	web	campus.	
Students	are	required	to	post	their	responses	to	the	assigned	reading(s).	No	relevant	contributions	to	class	
discussions	will	lower	the	final	grade.		Lack	of	contribution	in	a	positive,	sensitive,	and	relevant	manner	will	
result	in	a	lower	class	participation	grade	and,	ultimately,	in	a	lower	final	grade.	The	textbook	chapters	will	
jump	around	to	associate	with	each	module,	so	please	be	mindful.		

Mini	Assignments-60	points:
Due	at	the	end	of	the	entire	associated	module.	See	table	below.		
The	six	mini	assignments	will	consist	of	a	1-paragraph	reflection	about	a	specific	journal	article,	video,	or	
news-paper	article.	The	paragraph	should	be	at	least	5	sentences.

Personal	Reflection	Paper-30	points:	
Due	by	11:59	pm	on	October	9 .	th

My	father	is	mostly	American	Indian	and	Mexican.		He	always	said	that	his	strength	and	determination	came	
from	both	sides	of	his	family	background.		My	mother’s	background	is	Mexican.		She	told	me	her	mother’s	side	
of	the	family	has	been	in	the	United	States	for	five	generations.		My	parents	met	when	my	dad	and	mom	
attended	a	civil	rights	rally	on	campus.		They	said	they	both	fell	in	love	almost	instantly.		They	have	been	soul	
mates	ever	since.		They	have	raised	me	to	appreciate	both	my	Mexican	and	Indian	heritage.		We	celebrate	both	
Indian	and	Mexican	holidays	and	events.		I	love	Mexican	and	Indian	food,	however,	my	favorite	dish	is	sushi.

I’m	a	white	American.		I	don’t	feel	like	I	have	a	strong	attachment	to	any	particular	group.		My	family	is	Irish,	
German,	and	Italian.		On	St.	Patrick’s	Day	I	wear	green,	celebrate	with	a	drink	or	two	and	wear	a	pin	that	says	
“Kiss	me,	I’m	Irish.”		I	love	Italian	food	and	one	of	my	favorite	dishes	is	lasagna.		When	I	go	to	Italian	
restaurants,	I	wear	my	other	button	that	says,	“Kiss	me,	I’m	Italian.”		I	haven’t	found	a	pin	that	says,	“Kiss	me,	
I’m	German,”	but	when	I	do,	you	can	bet	I’ll	be	wearing	it	during	Oktoberfest.		I	guess	I’m	sort	of	a	mutt.

Directions: The	short	paragraphs	above	provide	an	introduction	into	the	requirements	of	the	assignment.		
You	are	to	write	a	three-part	essay	that	explores	your	cultural	background,	acknowledges	personal	
differences	and	provides	an	opportunity	to	explain	how	are	you	influenced	or	not	by	the	general	
population.		Please	answer	the	questions	below.		Minimum	of	
	3-5	APA	formatted	typed	pages.	

a. Part	one	–	Describe	the	cultural,	racial	or	ethnic	group	to	which	you	belong.		Be	sure	to	include	some	of	
the	beliefs,	values,	and	norms	of	your	cultural	background.		In	what	ways	do	you	celebrate	your	
background?		What	unique	qualities	and	characteristics	do	you	possess	from	your	upbringing?		What	
makes	you	–	you?

b. Part	two	–	Describe	a	time	when	you	realized	that	your	cultural,	racial	or	ethnic	background	was	not	
the	same	as	those	around	you.		How	did	this	make	you	feel?	How	does	it	influence	or	not	influence	the	
decisions	you	make?
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October	2	 Identity	 Due	October	9th	@11:59	pm	
6.	October	3-
October	9	

Module	3	
Identity	

Textbook:	Chapter	7	Discussion	
October	9	@11:59	pm:	Personal	
Reflection	Paper	Due	

7.	October	10-
October	16	

Module	4	
Sovereignty

Textbook:	Chapter	4	Discussion		
Due	October	23rd	@	11:59	pm

8.	October	17-
October	23

Module	4	
Sovereignty

Non-Textbook	Discussion		
Mini	Assignment	#4	
Due	October	23rd	@	11:59	pmrd
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