
MUS 258 • Elementary Jazz Improvisation  
UNLV 

C O U R S E   S Y L L A B U S 

C O U R S E   D E S C R I P T I O N 

The Study and application of the techniques involved in jazz improvisation as 
related to all styles of the jazz idiom.   

This course is a methodology course on the construction & development of 
Improvisation, the premise behind America’s only true art form, Jazz.  Live 
Performance; Audio & Video recordings introduce the student to the techniques, 
styles, & performers found within the jazz tradition.  Key fundamentals will turn the 
student from a beginning improviser into a skilled musician & knowledgeable 
teacher.   

 language.  Whether you want to or not, 
listening is so important and should be a part of your daily practice. 

S T U D E N T   L E A R N I N G   O U T C O M E S 

• The Student will synthesize through Imitation, Assimilation and Innovation
• The Student will analyze Jazz language by using Numbers versus the thought

of actual pitches themselves
• The Student will implement all knowledge through ALL 12 keys
• The Student will formulate Jazz improvisational language through the

concepts of Sound, Time & Ideas
• The Student will recognize the Major, Dominant 7th & various forms of the

Minor Scales
• The Student will identify the Modes
• The Student will demonstrate by applying Arpeggios’ & Extensions’
• The Student will describe basic Chord Progression Nomenclature
• The Student will construct Jazz improvisational language through basic

Harmony (relationships of scales/modes to chords)
• The Student will formulate a NEW look at Classical music & beyond
• The Student will differentiate the various styles of Jazz
• The Student will list both the names & the instruments of the most influential

jazz musicians in addition to the famous groups with which they played.











!"#$"%#&'(,,*+5 – group playing; 3rds & 7ths; scales, arpeggio’s & extension’s; 
review for final exam listen 

-./#&'(,1*1 – listening assignment # 2 due; group playing; 3rds & 7ths; scales, 
arpeggio’s & extension’s; review for final exam listen 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR !"#$%& EMAIL & PERSONAL EMAIL REGULARLY!!!!! 
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