
Preparing for Supervision: Understanding What’s Expected and Why 
 

Why is Supervision Important in Social Work? 
�x Being active in supervision contributes to professional growth, and to the development of 

self-awareness. 
�x Supervision is an opportunity for students to clarify expectations. 
�x  Social Work is stressful & difficult. One focus of supervision is 

support. 
�x Student work directly affects client’s lives. Guidance, direction, support and feedback 

from the Agency Field Instructor is important. 

Students should strive to use supervision in purposeful & responsible manner. 
�x Meet at a regularly scheduled time with supervisor each week. 
�x Be prepared. Bring questions, observations, & requests for input & feedback. 
�x Use the time to examine your performance & explore new ideas. 

Expectations for students include: 
�x Dependability & follow through on assigned work 
�x Attention to detail & proper procedures 
�x Initiative in work-related assignments 
�x A cooperative attitude toward the field educator & other staff 
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