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M.S. in Water Resources Program Handbook 

Welcome 
Welcome to the Master of Science Program in Water Resources (WRS) at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. This 
interdisciplinary program is intended to provide students with the background to better understand technical, 
economic, and social issues associated with the utilization of the �(�D�U�W�K�·�V limited water supply. In choosing to enter this 
program, most students will be broadening their knowledge base well outside of their previous educational experiences, 
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Program Requirements 
Program requirements regarding admission, coursework and culminating experience are found in the graduate catalog. 

Advisory Committee Guidelines 
All students in the WRS M.S. Program are required to form an advisory committee that is consistent with the policies 
of the UNLV Graduate College. In addition to the Graduate College policies, three of the four advisory committee 
members must be the WRS M.S. program faculty with approved graduate faculty status and at least one of the three, 
excluding the Graduate College Representative must be from outside the home College/School of the primary 
academic advisor. One of the four members must be the Graduate College Representative. Students are required to 
consult with the WRS M.S. Program Director prior to finalizing their advisory committee, or making changes to the 
advisory committee. 

Degree Program Benchmarks 
Research Prospectus 
All WRS M.S. students are required to prepare and complete a research prospectus that defines the research 
question/hypothesis and scope of work to be completed for their culminating experience. Prior to developing a 
research prospectus, the student is expected to have extensive discussions on the topic with their advisor. The selection 
of the research topic is the responsibility of the individual student, and not that of the faculty member with whom the 
student desires to work. In addition, a faculty member may decline to direct any project. Once a student and their 
advisor have agreed on the nature and scope of research needed to satisfy the culminating experience component of 
their degree, the student is required to prepare a research prospectus for approval by their advisory committee. 

The research prospectus must clearly define the research problem/hypothesis to be considered, explain the importance 
of the problem/hypothesis, outline the approach that will be implemented to address the problem/hypothesis, and 
predict the expected outcome. The research prospectus should be sufficiently clear that the advisory committee is able 
to assess if: 1) the project is feasible; and 2) the student is prepared to embark on the proposed course of research. 

The format and length of each individual research prospectus will be determined by discussions between the student 
and their advisor. A research prospectus submitted by a student in the WRS M.S. Program must include at least the 
following components: description of thesis/project including the research problem/hypothesis, brief description of 
methodology/approach, and timeline for completion of thesis/project. 

The research prospectus should be submitted to the student's advisor as early as possible, and prior to beginning the 
actual research. The student is required to have their advisor's approval before scheduling a meeting of their advisory 
committee to discuss their research prospectus. Following verbal approval from the advisory committee, it is the 
students' responsibility to initiate a properly prepared Prospectus Approval form through the Grad Rebel Gateway. If 
the st
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take several months; however, advisors and committee members always strive to provide timely feedback as much as 
possible. The thesis is not distributed to the other members of the advisory committee until the advisor deems it ready 
for their review. The advisory committee then has two weeks to review the draft and decide if it is ready to be defended. 
Committee members may suggest revisions and wish to see revised drafts before they concur that the thesis is 
defendable. The student is required to discuss suggested revisions with both the committee member and their advisor. 

Thesis Defense 

The student may schedule their thesis defense to occur a minimum of two weeks after the committee has concluded 
that the draft thesis is defendable. The student must also adhere to the Graduate College deadlines displayed on the 
Graduate College website. The thesis defense cannot be scheduled during university holidays, weekends, or the 
summer unless all committee members agree in advance. The composition of the committee shall not be changed to 
facilitate scheduling during these periods. The student is required to notify the WRS M.S. Program Director and the 
Graduate College of the defense, and to post clearly visible notices advertising the defense in the building(s) where 
their advisor and the WRS M.S. Program Director have offices. These notifications must occur at least one week in 
advance of the thesis defense. For professional papers, notification to the Graduate College is not required. 

Students in the WRS M.S. Program are obligated to follow all requirements for the thesis defense stated in the UNLV 
Graduate Catalog. The first portion of all WRS M.S. thesis defenses is open to the public. Each defense will begin with 
an introduction by the advisor that includes a concise explanation of the examination procedure. The student will then 
give an oral presentation that summarizes their thesis. The presentation should be about 25 minutes in length and may 
not exceed 45 minutes. The public audience will be invited to ask questions following the presentation. At the end of 
this brief discussion 
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Annual Mandatory Individual Development Plan 
Each winter break and early spring term, graduate students are required to complete the Graduate Student Individual 
Development Plan (IDP) form [Formerly known as the Student Annual Review]. The review covers the prior calendar 
year and assesses student progress, and it establishes reasonable goals for the year ahead. 

�)�D�F�X�O�W�\���$�G�Y�L�V�R�U�V���*�U�D�G�X�D�W�H���&�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�R�U�V���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���R�S�W�L�R�Q���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���I�H�H�G�E�D�F�N���W�R���H�D�F�K���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·s submitted IDP and 
provide acknowledgement that they have reviewed the IDP. 

�5�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���G�D�W�D���L�V���V�K�D�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�·���J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�R�U�V���D�Q�G���D�G�Y�L�V�R�U�V���W�R���I�R�V�W�H�U���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q��
�D�E�R�X�W���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�·���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�V���D�Q�G���Z�H�D�N�Q�H�V�V�H�V�����D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���Q�H�[�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����D�Q�G���P�H�Q�W�R�U�L�Q�J���S�O�D�Q�V���V�R���W�K�D�W��
students know what they need to do in order to progress successfully through their programs in a timely manner. 

Students who are graduating are also required to complete the form in order to record their achievements since the data 
is also used to track UNLV metrics related to the annual productivity of all students. 

Discipline Resources 
The WRS M.S. Program is interdisciplinary in nature. Therefore, internal and external resources used by students will 
vary with their academic/professional objectives and the topic of their thesis. Students are expected to consult with 
their advisor regarding: relevant professional organizations, journals, and technical conferences; and the 
writing/reference style to be used in completing their thesis.
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University Resources 
The Graduate Academy: Innovative Leadership, Professional, and Career Development 

The goal of the Graduate Academy is to serve as a virtual resource providing support and many professional 
opportunities to UNLV graduate students. The Academy offers information about events and services such as graduate 
certificate programs, workshops, training sessions and career services. You can follow Academy activities via social 
media or look for regular updates on the website. 

Academic Success Center 
The goal of the Academic Success Center is to help students do well academically and complete they studies on time. 
They offer or will refer you to such programs and resources as tutoring, advising, skills testing, career exploration and 

https://www.unlv.edu/womenscenter
https://www.unlv.edu/womenscenter


https://www.unlv.edu/intersection
https://www.unlv.edu/intersection
https://www.unlv.edu/intersection
http://www.library.unlv.edu/
http://www.unlv.edu/gpsa
http://studentconduct.unlv.edu/
http://studentconduct.unlv.edu/
https://www.unlv.edu/veterans
http://www.unlv.edu/finaid
http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/
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University Policies and Procedures 

https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/misconduct/policy
http://www.unlv.edu/veterans/deploy
http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/forms#C
http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/ferpa
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/current/healthinsurance
http://police.unlv.edu/policies/campus-report.html
http://www.unlv.edu/admissions/immunizations
http://www.unlv.edu/research/ORI-HSR/review-boards
https://www.it.unlv.edu/rebelmail
http://studentconduct.unlv.edu/conduct/student-conduct-code.html
https://www.it.unlv.edu/policies
https://www.unlv.edu/compliance/titleIX
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?UnivofNevadaLasVegas&layout_id=18
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?UnivofNevadaLasVegas&amp%3Blayout_id=18
mailto:titleixcoordinator@unlv.edu
mailto:titleixcoordinator@unlv.edu
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduatecatalog
http://graduatecollege.unlv.edu/

