
Ph.D. in Criminology and Criminal Justice 
Welcome 
Welcome to the Doctor of Philosophy in Criminology and Criminal Justice program at the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. This program provides an interdisciplinary, research-oriented 
perspective for advanced understanding of the nature and causes of crime, consequences of crime 
and crime control, society's reaction to these phenomena, as well as the organizations that are 
designed to deter, apprehend, prosecute, and punish criminal offenders. Students are trained to 



Department Graduate Faculty 
A current listing of the graduate faculty can be found in the UNLV Graduate Catalog. Faculty must 



UNLV faculty members (one may be from another accredited higher education institution with 
approval from the committee chair). At least one of the two committee members must be a UNLV 
criminal justice faculty member, unless exigent circumstances or reasonable justification exists, and 
prior approval is obtained from the criminal justice graduate coordinator. Students must complete the 
Doctoral Comprehensive Examination �² Topic and Advisory Committee form, obtain committee member 
signatures, and submit the completed form to the graduate coordinator for final approval prior to the 
last official day of the first semester in which the student enrolls in CRJ 794. Any subsequent changes 
to the committee should be made in consultation with the doctoral comprehensive examination 
committee chair and the Graduate Coordinator. Students requesting a change must complete and 
ensure full execution of a new Doctoral Comprehensive Examination �² Topic and Advisory Committee form. 

Thesis/Dissertation Advisory Committee. For thesis/dissertation advisory committee guidelines, 
please refer to the Graduate Catalog for specific requirements and information. Four graduate faculty 
members comprise the thesis/dissertation advisory committees. These faculty members include a 
chair and two committee members from the Criminal Justice Department and a committee member 
with appropriately approved graduate faculty status privileges from another UNLV department to 
serve as the Graduate College  representative(GCR). If approved by the committee chair, a fifth 
faculty member with UNLV graduate faculty status may serve on the committee. Once a full 
thesis/dissertation advisory committee is assembled, students are required to complete the 
Appointment of Advisory Committee Form through the Grad Rebel Gateway portal. �,�W���L�V���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V��
responsibility to fully complete the form and ensure that all required signatures are obtained.
The University does not recognize an advisorycommittee as being formalized without a fully executed 
Appointment of Advisory Committee Form. Any subsequent changes to the committee should be made in 
consultation with the dissertation chair and the Graduate Coordinator. Students requesting a change 
must submit a Change of Advisory Committee Form through the Grad Rebel Gateway portal.
Thesis/dissertation advisory committee changes will not be recognized by the University without a 
completed Change of Advisory Committee Form. 

Degree Program Benchmarks for Subplan 1 

�0�D�V�W�H�U�·�V���7�K�H�V�L�V���R�U���&�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H��Examination. Post-bachelor Criminology and Criminal Justice 
doctoral program students can earn their M.A. in Criminal Justice during the course of their studies 
and prior to completing all doctoral degree requirements. During the second year of study, students 
should complete one of two culminating experiences: (1) a comprehensive examination or (2) a
�P�D�V�W�H�U�·�V���W�K�H�V�L�V��

1. Students who choose to complete the comprehensive examination option to fulfill their
M.A. culminating experience requirement should register for six credits of CRJ 796 in 
second semester of their second year of study. The comprehensive examination is 
administered on the second Friday of the third month of each semester (October and 
March). The closed-book examination is composed of two sections: (1) criminal justice 
topics and theory and (2) methods of evaluation and analysis. Students are required to 
provide essay-style answers to a set of questions (3 to 4) for each section. Although the 
examination is closed-book, the students are provided with a reading list at the beginning of 
the semester that they will use to guide their preparation for the examination. A hard copy of 
that reading list �² without any markings on it �² can be used during the exam. All cell phones, 
backpacks, bags, laptops, etc. will be kept in a secure location outside of the exam room 
during the exam periods unless a student has an accommodation from the Disability 
Resource Center.

The examination is administered in two, three-hour blocks �² one 3-hour block for each 
section, plus one hour for a lunch break. After completing the examination, the faculty 
members who serve on the comprehensive examination committee independently assess the 
degree to which each response directly answers the question posed and critically synthesizes 
a wide body of knowledge stemming from course curriculum, drawing heavily from content 
presented in CRJ 701, CRJ 702, CRJ 703, CRJ 705, and CRJ 715. Each answer is graded as 
�H�L�W�K�H�U���D���´�S�D�V�V�µ���R�U���´�I�D�L�O���µ���,�Q���W�K�H���D�E�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���H�[�W�H�Q�X�D�W�L�Q�J���F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V�����V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W�L�I�L�H�G��
�R�I���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�·s decision within four weeks of the examination date. Students are 
provided a written statement on whether they passed or failed each section of the 





final manuscript to the graduate coordinator prior to the last official day of the semester. A grade of 
�´�,�µ���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�V�V�L�J�Q�H�G���L�I���D���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���I�D�L�O�V���W�R���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���W�K�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���V�W�H�S�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���H�L�W�K�H�U���V�H�P�H�V�W�H�U��
�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q���´�,�µ���P�X�V�W���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���W�K�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�Hd steps during the subsequent academic semester, 
�H�[�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�X�P�P�H�U�����)�D�L�O�X�U�H���W�R���G�R���V�R���Z�L�O�O���U�H�V�X�O�W���L�Q���D���F�K�D�Q�J�H���R�I���J�U�D�G�H���W�R���D�Q���´�)���µ���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�K�R���H�D�U�Q���D�Q
�´�)�µ���J�U�D�G�H���I�R�U���&�5�-�����������Z�L�O�O���E�H���S�O�D�F�H�G���R�Q���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���S�U�R�E�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�Z�R���´�)�µ���J�U�D�G�H�V���H�D�U�Q�H�G���I�R�U���&�5�-�����������Z�L�O�O��
�U�H�V�X�O�W���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���&�U�L�P�L�Q�R�O�R�J�\���D�Q�G���&�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���'�R�F�W�R�U�D�O���S�U�R�J�U�D�P��
Students are encouraged to submit a Plan of Study Form (Parts I and II) through the Graduate Rebel
Gateway portal, following the successful completion of the doctorial comprehensive examination.

https://unlv-gradcollege.force.com/GradRebelGateway/ERx_Forms__Portal_Login
https://unlv-gradcollege.force.com/GradRebelGateway/ERx_Forms__Portal_Login
https://unlv-gradcollege.force.com/GradRebelGateway/ERx_Forms__Portal_Login


Dissertation Prospectus. Following the successful completion of the doctoral comprehensive 
examination, students will write a research prospectus for their dissertation research. The prospectus 

https://unlv-gradcollege.force.com/GradRebelGateway/ERx_Forms__Portal_Login
https://unlv-gradcollege.force.com/GradRebelGateway/ERx_Forms__Portal_Login
https://unlv-gradcollege.force.com/GradRebelGateway/ERx_Forms__Portal_Login
https://unlv-gradcollege.force.com/GradRebelGateway/ERx_Forms__Portal_Login




final manuscript for committee review after receiving chair approval and at least two weeks prior the 
�V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�G���R�U�D�O���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H�����Q�R�W�L�I�\���W�K�H���J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�R�U���D�Q�G���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�·�V���$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�Y�H���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W��



Thesis and Dissertation Guidelines and Deadlines  
In consultation with their thesis/dissertation Chair, students should develop a projected timeline for 
thesis/dissertation completion, including deadlines for draft reviews and revisions. Drafts and established timelines 
must adhere to the posted Graduate College Thesis and Dissertation Format and Submission Guidelines, as well as 
Graduation Deadlines 

Professional Code of Ethics/Discipline Guidelines for All Ph.D. in Criminology and 
Criminal Justice Students 
UNLV Graduate College policy regarding academic integrity can be found in the graduate catalog.

Annual Review Procedures 

Annual Mandatory Individual Development Plan: Each winter break and early spring term, graduate students 
are required to complete the Graduate Student Individual Development Plan (IDP) form [Formerly known as the 
Student Annual Review]. The review covers the prior calendar year and assesses student progress, and it establishes 
reasonable goals for the year ahead. FacultyAdvisors/Graduate Coordinators have the option to provide feedback 
to each student�·s submitted IDP and provide acknowledgement that they have reviewed the IDP. Reported student 
�G�D�W�D���L�V���V�K�D�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�·���J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�R�U�V���D�Q�G���D�G�Y�L�V�R�U�V���W�R���I�R�V�W�H�U���R�S�Sortunities for discussion about 
s�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�·���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�V���D�Q�G���Z�H�D�N�Q�H�V�V�H�V�����D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���Q�H�[�W���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����D�Q�Gmentoring plans so that students 

https://ovc.gov/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb
https://ncjrs.gov/
https://ncjrs.gov/
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/academy
http://academicsuccess.unlv.edu/
https://www.unlv.edu/about-alumni
http://www.unlv.edu/commencement
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/graduation-deadlines


CollegeStudent Services Teamand questions regarding required forms should be directed to the Graduate 
CollegeRPC Team.

Office of Diversity Initiatives 
The vision of the Office of Diversity Initiativesis to advocate, promote, and support the advancement of 
equity, inclusiveness, and empowerment of a continuously changing collegiate and global community. The 
�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���2�I�I�L�F�H���R�I���'�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���,�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���L�V���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���8�1�/�9�·�V���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\��
mission: to nurture equity, diversity, and inclusiveness that promotes respect, support, and empowerment. This Office also 
handles UNLV TitleIX questions, inquiries, and reporting.

Disability Resource Center (DRC)  
The DRCis committed to supporting students with disabilities at UNLV through the appropriate use of 
advocacy, accommodations, and supportive services to ensure access to campus courses, services, and 
activities. The DRC is the university-designated office that determines and facilitates reasonable 
accommodations in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973.Graduate students with disabilities must disclose to the DRC in order to receive 
appropriate accommodations.

Office of International Student and Scholars Services 
International Students andScholars (ISSS) ensures compliance with both SEVIS (Student and Exchange 
Visitor Information System) and federal law, so that the university can continue to be authorized by the U.S. 

https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/thesis
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/current
http://www.unlv.edu/diversityinitiatives
http://drc.unlv.edu/
http://www.unlv.edu/iss
https://www.unlv.edu/womenscenter
https://www.unlv.edu/intersection
http://www.library.unlv.edu/
http://www.unlv.edu/gpsa
http://studentconduct.unlv.edu/


�x Striving to uphold the values and ethics that advance the common good. 

https://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=44&navoid=12914&hl=%22academic+integrity%22&returnto=search#s2
http://www.unlv.edu/veterans/deploy
http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/forms#C
http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/ferpa
https://www.unlv.edu/graduatecollege/current/healthinsurance
http://police.unlv.edu/policies/campus-report.html
http://www.unlv.edu/admissions/immunizations
http://www.unlv.edu/research/ORI-HSR/review-boards
https://www.it.unlv.edu/rebelmail
http://studentconduct.unlv.edu/conduct/student-conduct-code.html
https://www.it.unlv.edu/policies
https://www.unlv.edu/compliance/titleIX
https://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars
https://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars
https://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=44&navoid=12877
https://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=44&navoid=12877


�x Degree Progression Policies & Procedures

In addition, the Graduate College websitecontains additional information regarding policies and procedures. 

Nothing in this handbook supersedes any NSHE, UNLV, or Graduate College policy. 
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