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6. Evaluation. Discern: During this course the student will become familiar the history of 
documentaries and different modes of documentary film. Differentiate between the 
processes for pre-production, production and pod-
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UNLV Policies 

Public Health Directives 

Face coverings are mandatory for all faculty and students in the classroom. Students must follow 
all active UNLV public health directives while enrolled in this class. UNLV public health 
directives are found at Health Requirements for Returning to Campus, 
https://www.unlv.edu/coronavirus/health-requirements. Students who do not comply with these 
directives may be asked to leave the classroom. Refusal to follow the guidelines may result in 
further disciplinary action according to the UNLV Student Conduct Code, 
https://www.unlv.edu/sites/default/files/page_files/27/StudentConduct-Code.pdf, including being 
administratively withdrawn from the course. 

Academic Misconduct 

Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member of the University community. We 
all share in upholding the fundamental values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, responsibility, 
and professionalism. By choosing to join the UNLV community, students accept the expectations 
of the Student Academic Misconduct Policy, and are encouraged to always take the ethical path 
whenever faced with choices. Students enrolling at UNLV assume the obligation to conduct 
themselves in a manner compatible with UN�/�9�¶�V���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����$�Q���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���R�I���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F��
misconduct is plagiarism. Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of another person, from the 
Internet or any other source without proper citation of the source(s). See the Student Conduct 
Code, https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/student-conduct. 

Auditing a Course 

Auditing a course allows a student to continue attending the lectures and/or laboratories and 
discussion sessions associated with the course, but the student will not earn a grade for any 
component of the course. Students who audit a course receive the same educational experience 
as students taking the course for a grade, but will be excused from exams, assessments, and other 
evaluative measures that serve the primary purpose of assigning a grade. 

Classroom Conduct 

Students have a responsibility to conduct themselves in class and in the libraries in ways that do 
not interfere with the rights of other students to learn, or of instructors to teach. Use of devices 
such as cellular phones and pagers, or other potentially disruptive activities are only permitted 

https://www.unlv.edu/coronavirus/health-requirements
https://www.unlv.edu/sites/default/files/page_files/27/StudentConduct-Code.pdf
https://www.unlv.edu/sites/default/files/page_files/27/StudentConduct-Code.pdf
https://www.unlv.edu/sites/default/files/page_files/27/StudentConduct-Code.pdf


 

http://www.unlv.edu/provost/copyright
http://www.unlv.edu/provost/copyright
https://www.unlv.edu/drc
https://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars
https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/misconduct/policy
https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/misconduct/policy


https://www.it.unlv.edu/policies/acceptable-use-computing-and-information-technology-resources-policy
https://www.it.unlv.edu/policies/acceptable-use-computing-and-information-technology-resources-policy
http://guides.library.unlv.edu/appointments/librarian
http://ask.library.unlv.edu/
https://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=32&navoid=8271&hl=
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Academic Policies webpage, 
https://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=32&navoid=8271&hl=. 

In accordance with the policy approved by the Faculty Senate regarding missed class time and 
assignments, students who represent UNLV in any official extracurricular activity will also have 
the opportunity to make up assignments, provided that the student submits official written 
notification to the instructor no less than one week prior to the missed class(es). 

The spirit and intent of the policy for missed classwork is to offer fair and equitable assessment 
opportunities to all students, including those representing the University in extracurricular 
activities. Instructors should consider, for example, that in cours�H�V���Z�K�L�F�K���R�I�I�H�U���D���³�'�U�R�S���R�Q�H�´��
option for the lowest assignment, quiz, or exam, assigning the student a grade of zero for an 
�H�[�F�X�V�H�G���D�E�V�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���H�[�W�U�D�F�X�U�U�L�F�X�O�D�U���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���L�V���E�R�W�K���F�R�Q�W�U�D�U�\���W�R���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���)�D�F�X�O�W�\���6�H�Q�D�W�H�¶�V��
policy, and an infringement on the �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���D�O�O���Z�R�U�N���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H�� 

https://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=32&navoid=8271&hl=
https://www.unlv.edu/asc
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UNLV Writing Center 

One-on-one or small group assistance with writing is available free of charge to UNLV students 
at the 

https://writingcenter.unlv.edu/
https://www.unlv.edu/about/statements-compliance
https://www.unlv.edu/about/statements-compliance
mailto:unlvfilm@unlv.edu
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Module 2 

Items: 
Details: 

Assignment: PROJECT 1: Each student must create a cover letter, resume and reel to 
submit for the position of their choice.  Please also indicate your second and 
third choices. 

Module 3 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD   

Module 3 

Items: 

Details: 

Topic: Pre-Production:  Developing Your Story Ideas. Researching.  Creating a 
treatment.  Drafting a budget. 

Activity:  Review Powder Ridge Treatment. 

Assignment: 

�x Read:  Rabiger Chapters 6-7 
�x PROJECT 2: Write a 1-2 page written proposal outlining the 

documentary you envision to shoot. (The client will select the 
proposal to be put into production.) 

Module 4 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH 

Module 4 

Items: 
Details: 

Topic: Writing the Non-Fiction Script.  Two column format. Write then Shoot 
versus Shoot then Write approaches. 

Activity:  Review sample scripts.   

Assignment: Read:  Rabiger Chapter 8. 

Module 5 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH   

Module 5 

Items: 
Details: 

Topic: Casting and the Pre-Interview.  Selecting the right documentary subject.  
How to put your subject as ease. 

Activity:  Watch clips: American Movie (Chris Smith) and Crumb (Terry Zwigoff). 

Assignment: Read:  Rabiger Chapter 26. 
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Module 6 THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24TH 

Module 6 

Items: 
Details: 

Topic: Hiring the Crew.  Overview of crew positions.   

Assignment: Read:  Rabiger Chapters 13. 

Module 7 THURSDAY, MARCH 3RD 

Module 7 

Items: 
Details: 

Topic: Production:  How to shoot A-
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Module 9 

Items: 
Details: 

Topic: Production continued:  Shooting recreations and the importance of 
archival footage.   

Activity:  Watch clips: Man on Wire (James Marsh) and �6�K�H�U�P�D�Q�¶�V���0�D�U�F�K (Ross 
McElwee). 

Assignment: Read:  Rabiger Chapter 14. 

  

Module 10 THURSDAY, MARCH 31st. 

Module 10 

Items:
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Module 12 

Items: 

Details: 

Topic: Post Production continued:  Legal matters: Story rights, release forms, 
location permits, music rights and licensing archival materials. 

Activity:  Visit the Law Library to look at legal templates. 

Module 13 THURSDAY, APRIL 21ST   

Module 13 

Items: 
Details: 

Topic: Post Production continued:  Films festivals, distribution and marketing.  
Funding and grants. 

Assignment: Read:  Rabiger Chapters 36-37. 

Module 14 THURSDAY, APRIL 28th 

Module 14 

Items: 
Details: 

Topic: Life After Film School: How to get work in the non-fiction world.  
Education.  Internships.  Networking.  Job sites. 

Assignment:  

Module 15 THURSDAY, MAY 5th 

Module 15 

Items: 
Details: 

Topic: Present Rough Cut to Client and Class 
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