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Part I: Project Overview 
 
Our goal in the ICGR White Paper Series on the Regulation of Tribal Sports Wagering is to help 





 

 

Part II: Regulation of Tribal Sports Wagering in Washington State 
 
1. Executive Summary 
Washington state legalized sports betting in 2020, through a state law permitting amendment 
of the tribal-state compacts to include sports betting. The legislation directed that such an 
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regulation of sports wagers; how sports wagering will be conducted, operated, and regulated; 
issues related to criminal enforcement, including money laundering, sport integrity, and 
information sharing between the commission and the tribe related to such enforcement; and 
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expanded the powers of the Washington State Gambling Commission to include regulatory 
authority over sports wagering, including ensuring sport integrity and tracking and monitoring 
gambling-related transactions. Id. sec. 7. The legislation also expressly authorized online and 
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information over the internet for any sports wagering conducted and operated under this [act] 
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gaming faci�o�]�š�Ç�X�_��Id. sec. 9. 
 
As of September 1, 2021, the state has negotiated amended compacts with 16 tribes to permit 
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effect on August 30, 2021. Vendors must be licensed by both the state and the tribe before 
they can provide services to a tribal sportsbook.  
 
Methodology or emerging practices note: Washington state may be a useful model for other 
jurisdictions, in terms of tribal and state regulation of sports betting as well as transparency and 
public accessibility to its regulations. Its approach to concurrent and cooperative regulation 
between state and tribal regulation is notable. 
 
 
 
2. Tribal Casinos in Washington 
There are 29 federally recognized tribes with lands within Washington state. All 29 tribes have 
Class III compacts pursuant to IGRA; of these, 22 tribes operate a total of 29 casinos under the 
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